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“THE PENNY BLUE BOOK” 


Great Britain and the European Crisis: Correspondence and 
Statements in Parliament, together with an Introductory 
Narrative of Events. H.M. Stationery Office. 1d. 

Among the minor consequences of the war now raging 
has been an unlooked-for display of enterprise on the part 
of the Government in its capacity of publisher. For more 
than a year now we have urged in this Supplement the 
need for issuing official publications of general interest in 
more convenient form and at cheaper rates. The appeal 
has met with little response in official quarters, and it has 
needed an Armageddon to convince those in authority of its 
wisdom. But we must admit in justice that, once convinced, 
they have acted handsomely and with despatch. The now- 
famous White Paper (Cd. 7467), containing the diplomatic 
correspondence during the weeks immediately preceding the 
war, which was published in the first instance in the clumsy 
foolscap form at the usual official rate (the price in this case 
was ninepence), has been reprinted, and with it the later 
despatches from our Ambassadors at Berlin and Vienna. 
To these are added a most useful list of the diplomats 
mentioned in the course of the correspondence, and a ten- 
page narrative, admirable in its restraint, of the events and 
negotiations leading up to war. The reprint, which is in 
octavo and bound in a rough blue-grey paper cover, itself 
an innovation, is sold for one penny, although at the usual 
official rates at least sixpence would have been charged 
for its 125 pages. 

It is hardly necessary to emphasise the wisdom of this 
step. The documents contained in Great Britain and the 
European Crisis form the case on which we have based 
our refusal to remain neutral in the present struggle, and 
they should be read by all who claim to have any opinion as 
to the merits of the quarrel. Now, at the price of one 





penny, it is within the power of all to read them; and for those 
to whom the task, by no means light, of wading through the 
body of correspondence is too wearisome, there is the sum- 
mary narrative, which can be checked at any moment by 
reference to the actual letters and telegrams. 

Over the contents of Great Britain and the European 
Crisis there is no need to speak, since they have already been 
discussed at length by every journal in the country. Except 
for the list of diplomats, the only addition in the reprint is 
the excellent narrative of events. This might have been 
improved slightly had references been given for each state- 
ment to the correspondence, as was done in the equivalent 
narrative contained in the German Denkschrift. One 
would have been grateful also for further documents, hinted at 
in the narrative, but not given under the correspondence. 
On two occasions (pp. iv. and vii.) opinions are attributed 
to the German Government for which it is particularly 
important to have the authority. One could wish, too, for 
some further details of the information which the Govern- 
ment has in its possession showing that on July 3ist, the 
day on which a general mobilisation was declared in Russia, 
mobilisation was further advanced in Germany than in 
Russia, “ although general mobilisation was not publicly 
proclaimed in Germany till the next day, August Ist.” 

As to the documents themselves, the contents of the 
original White Paper (Cd. 7467), it must be said at once 
that they compare most favourably with all that has been 
published up to now by the other Governments concerned. 
France appears to have issued no statement whatever as to 
its share in the negotiations. The Austrian White Paper, 
received here so late as August 7th, contains nothing more 
than a series of charges against Servian agents and the 
Servian Government. The German Denkschrift is par- 
ticularly weak. In form it is a narrative of events illustrated 
by a scanty selection of documents. Its sole object is to 
prove that aggression came from the side of Russia. Nothing 
more than passing references, with no documents whatever, 
are given to the part played by Germany in holding Austria 
back. Over this all-important point we are left in as 
complete ignorance as before. The Russian Orange Book, 
like the first edition of the English White Paper, relics on 
documents, but of these it gives only half as many as our 
own. The one important complaint against our own 
White Paper, so far as contents are concerned, is the 
lack of information as to what was going on in Paris 
during the fateful week at the end of July. For this side 
of the negotiations, by no means the least important one, we 
are forced to rely on the Russian Orange Book alone, where it 
is treated with some fullness. The compilers of the White 
Paper appear to have been met by difficulties in the question 
of arrangement, and it can hardly be said that they have solved 
them. The telegrams and letters are arranged in chrono- 
logical order according to the dates on which they were 
received, clearly an insufficient plan. For any intelligent 
piercing together of the story the hours of despatch and 
reception should have been added. As it is, the reader is 
forced to make out the sequence as best he can from internal 
evidence. No logical order is attempted. This, it is true, 
would have been difficult, but if the strict chronological 
order was not to be followed, and we have no indication 
that this has been done, answer might at least have followed 
question, and action command. Document No. 28 appears 
as “ Nil” in both editions, an omission stimulating to the 
imagination of the suspicious reader. If this mysterious 
document was one which the Government decided to cut 
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out at the last moment, it would perhaps have been wiser 
to have renumbered the whole series. If the document was 
omitted as of insufficient importance it might nevertheless 
have been advisable to print it in the second edition in 
order to dispel any tendency towards suspicion caused by 
its omission in the first. 

Unnecessary as it is to point out the value of this particular 
publication, it is all the more important to insist that it 
should be no isolated phenomenon, justified alone by the 
intense importance of the present crisis. There are other 
publications of the Government which should be in the hands 
of all, and which, for that reason, should through their 
form and price be made accessible. There are other publi- 
cations with which the average citizen should be familiar, 
and which, for that reason, should, like Great Britain and 
the European Crisis, be provided with an introduction and 
explanation making their complexities understandable to the 
lay reader. Reforms of this kind we have urged often 
enough. Now that the Government, by the publication of 
«‘The Penny Blue Book,” has given practical proof of their 
possibility, there are few excuses left behind which to shelter. 
Great Britain and the European Crisis, despite the huge sale 
which it is sure to have, will certainly not bring 
in any monetary profits. But in ordinary cases no one 
would expect the Government to sell a volume of 125 pages 
for a penny, and there is no reason why the production of 
reasonably cheap Blue Books in octavo form should not be 
as sound a proposition from a commercial as from a political 
point of view. Even, however, if there were to be a loss in 
certain cases, the State would be amply compensated 
through the gain in political education which would follow 
the wider dissemination of cheap and well-edited Blue 
Books, supplied with introductions in a readable and 
intelligible form. 


DISTRESS IN WAR: ITS PREVENTION 
AND RELIEF 


Memorandum on the Steps taken for the Prevention and Relief of 
Distress due to the War. Cd. 7603. 54d. 

Army: Increasei Rates of Separation Allowance for Wives and 
Children of Soldiers. Cd. 7623. 4d. 

Navy: Separation Allowances to Wives and Children of Seamen, 
Marines, and Reservists. Cd. 7619. 4d. 

The Government is to be congratulated on losing little 
time in making preparations to meet the problem of preven- 
tion and relief of distress due to the outbreak of war. As to 
the nature of the preparations and the methods of relief 
there has been much criticism. Here it is attempted rather 

‘to outline what is being done than to criticise. On the same 
day as the outbreak of war a Government Committee of 
twelve was appointed under the chairmanship of Mr. Herbert 
Samuel, who proceeded himself to appoint four sub-com- 
mittees, one for London, one for Agricultural Districts, one 
for Urban Housing, and a Central Committee on Women’s 
Employment. Two days later the mayors of boroughs, 
chairmen of urban district councils, etc., were called on to 
form Local Representative Committees to deal with preven- 
tion and relief. Their main duties were to examine into 
conditions of employment and to consider the means of pre- 
venting and, if necessary, of relieving distress. They 
were further warned to set up complete registers of assistance 
and to keep labour as far as possible in its normal channels. 
In order to obtain information, the newly-erected Intelligence 
Department of the Local Government Board was expanded 
and strengthened and, in addition, two new committees, the 
Intelligence Advisory Committee and the London Intelli- 
gence Committee, were formed for its assistance. For the 
prevention of distress, which the Government Committee 
rightly considered its main purpose, various measures were 
taken by the different Government departments. The 
Local Government Board warned local authorities to con- 
tinue all work on hand and to decide upon what new works 
could be undertaken should the need for employment arise. 





The Board of Trade drew attention to the Labour Exchanges 
which were also used for obtaining information as to local 
conditions. The assistance of the Road Board, the Develop- 
ment Commission and the Light Railway Commission was 
called upon for the eventual provision of work. Various 
arrangements were drawn up for Government contracts, and 
new regulations issued to permit interim payments to 
contractors. Finally, the Board of Education arranged 
for an extension of the feeding of school children. 

For relief there is the Prince of Wales’s National Relief 
Fund, with its committee under the chairmanship of 
Mr. Wedgwocd Benn. The Relief Fund Executive Com- 
mittee, which has already been treated to much criticism 
and advice, is, in making grants, to act only on the recom- 
mendation of the Government Committee. 

The treatment of families of men on service deserves 
examination in closer detail, as the regulations under which 
allowances are made are by no means simple. If those 
entitled to help do not always understand how they can 
obtain it, it is at least important that others should be clear 
on the matter in order to be able to guide them if necessary. 
In all questions of allowance, pay and pension, soldiers of 
every kind are to be treated in the same way by the State, 
although in the case of those mobilised from Govern- 
ment Departments special grants are made to bring up the 
total receipts to at least the pay of the man in his civil 
employment. In cases where, through the confusion of 
mobilisation, families have been left without money, assist- 
ance is afforded by the local committee (where existent) of 
the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Families Association. Where, as 
in some cases, families have had to be relieved by the Poor 
Law Authorities, special grants are being made from the 
National Relief Fund for repayment to the Boards of Guar- 
dians in order that the names of the recipients may be struck 
out of the record of the Poor Law. For the dependents 
of men killed in action special assistance can be obtained 
from the Royal Patriotic Relief Fund. 

Although the ideal of at least 21s. per week for all families 
has not been reached, a good many improvements have 
been made in the original regulations. The married soldier, 
whether at home or abroad, is required to make certain 
deductions from his pay in support of his family. For 
soldiers above the rank of corporal these are: for wife, 
5s. 10d. per week, with Is. 2d. for each child, up to a 
maximum of 9s. 4d. For other soldiers: wife, 3s. 6d. 
per week, with 7d. for each child up to maximum of 5s. 3d. 
Including this compulsory allotment of pay the weekly 
rate of separation allowance now stands at 12s. éd. 
for the wife of a private, rising to 23s. for the wife of a 
warrant officer. For each child of a private up to three in 
number, 2s. 6d. extra is allotted; for the fourth child and 
beyond, 2s. extra. For the higher ranks, 3s. is allowed for 
each of the first three children, 2s. for each of those 
beyond three. For those families living within the London 
area an extra 3s. 6d. per week is allowed. Thus what may 
perhaps be taken as the normal family of a private—wife 
and two children—in London receive exactly 21s. per week. 
A smaller family or one resident outside London receives a 
smaller income. These sums are to be paid weekly through 
the local Post Office, and the allowance, of course, is con- 
tinued should the soldier become a prisoner of war. 
Payment on the new scale is made as from October Ist. 
Wives married off the strength will have to prove their 
marriage, as no record in their case is kept by the War Office, 
but reduced or nominal fees are to be accepted by the 
Registrars for marriage certificates. When a voluntary 
allotment is made by a soldier to a dependent relative, such 
as a mother or a sister, the State agrees to supplement it by 
a proportionate allowance. The separation allowance for 


motherless children is 8s. per week for each child with the 
regulated allotment from the soldier in addition. No 
provision appears to have been made, as done in Germany 
and in France, for illegitimate children. 

In the Navy there is another rule, as the allotment 
by the men is not compulsory. However, the great majority 
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of men make regular allotments, the average for ordinary 
seamen being about 25s. per month, for able seamen, about 
£2 2s. per month. Under the present war regulations a 
separation allowance is to be paid only when at least £1 per 
month is remitted home by the man. In this case an 
allowance will be made on behalf of all men up to 2nd class 
petty officers of 6s. per week for the wife, 2s. for each of the 
first two children, and 1s. for each additional child, with 3s. 
per week for each motherless child. For the higher ranks the 
allowance per child remains the same, the wife allowance 
increasing up to 9s. for warrant officers. It is carefully 
pointed out that these allowances are not meant to discourage 
the sailor from sending home his usual remittances. It 
will be seen that if 20s. per month alone (nevertheless more 
than the soldier remits) is remitted the wife of the sailor will be 
worse off than that of the soldier, a discrimination not easy 
to explain. The allowances will be paid weekly through 
the Post Office, and an extra 3s. 6d., as in the case of soldiers’ 
families, will be allowed to those living within the London 
area. The marines, it would appear, are in an anomalous 
position, receiving the Admiralty treatment if at sea, but the 
same treatment as soldiers when on land, except that their 
allotments remain voluntary, not compulsory. One would 
have thought it possible to discover a simpler arrangement. 


DEVELOPMENT 
Report of the Development Commissioners for the Year ended 31st 
March, 1914. H. of C. 441. 8d. 

This report begins with some very illuminating general 
remarks on the work of the Commissioners. It points out 
some of the difficulties in the way of putting into practice 
schemes approved in principle. Certain legal difficulties 
arising from the complexities of administration in this 
country have been commented upon in former reports. 
Apart from these, the Commissioners refer to two principal 
obstacles, both arising from the fact that “the execution 
of schemes approved by the Commissioners and the Treasury 
must depend on the initiative of other bodies, or at least 
on their willing co-operation and readiness to take respon- 
sibility.” In the first place, “even the most capable and 
enterprising of local authorities are already overburdened 
with work.’, They are consequently unable to enter upon 
such enlargements of their activities in new directions as the 
execution of development schemes would entail. Secondly, 
it is often difficult to arrive at an agreement between the 
Commissioners and the body which is to execute the work 
about the financial conditions of an advance. While the 
Local Authorities are naturally anxious to reduce the burden 
thrown upon the rates to a minimum; the Commissioners 
are bound to insist that a scheme which confers a local 
benefit should be met to a reasonable extent from local 
funds. The Commissioners have adopted two expedients 
for removing these obstacles. First, ““ where no executive 
authority already exists able and willing to carry out a 
scheme, it is sometimes possible to assist in the formation 
of a special body qualified to receive and administer an 
advance under the provisions of the Act of 1909, which 
authorises advances to associations of powers and com- 
panies not trading for profit.” This expedient has been 
adopted in the case of the British Tobacco Growers’ Society 
and the Flax and Hemp Growers’ Society. Secondly, 
“ where no agreement can be reached for the final division 
of the cost of a scheme between the two parties, it is some- 
times possible to reserve the right of the State to recover 
its advance if the scheme proves a success, while at the same 
time sharing the risk which the Local Authority refuses to 
undertake without assistance.” This is but one of the 
beneficial results flowing from the flexibility of the terms 
upon which advances can be made under the Act. The 
Commissioners attach much importance to the effect of 
this feature of the Act in enabling them to adapt the 
terms of loans very closely to varying circumstances. 
There remains, however, one disability which it is not 
possible for them to remedy. Parliament has voted for 
the Development Fund one special grant of £400,000 


and an annual income of £500,000 for a period of five 
years, being uncertain what further appropriations it 
will make to the fund at the end of that time. Hence the 
Commissioners are unable to guarantee the continuance of 
grants or loans for more than a very limited period. This 
is a serious drawback when the scheme supported ought 
obviously to be permanent—as, for example, a scheme of 
agricultural education. 

The main body of the report is, of course, devoted to an 
account of the particular schemes supported during the 
year under review. As is to be expected from the pro- 
visions of the Act, assistance is given mainly to agriculture. 
The advances recommended amounted in the aggregate 
to £767,387. Of this sum £472,793 (well over half) was 
“intended for the development of agriculture and rural 
industries.” The Commissioners regard as _ specially 
important the educative and experimental side of 
their work in connection with agriculture. They are 
supporting a widespread scheme for college advisory 
work and for scientific research. It falls under two 
main heads. First, Agricultural Science has been divided 
into 11 principal branches, and provision has been made 
for systematic research into each branch by permanent 
staffs at one or more institutions (chiefly universities) 
devoted to the subject. Secondly, the country has been 
divided into 12 areas, each centred round an agricultural 
college, assisted by a grant to demonstrate the affiliation of 
known scientific results to local conditions, and to provide 
technical advice for local agriculturists. Research scholar- 
ships have been provided in connection with the institutes. 
Even where grants have been made to assist associations 
in raising particular products (such as tobacco and sugar 
beet) the Commissioners lay stress on the educational rather 
than the immediate commercial value of the work. The 
grants have been made not as a bounty to the industries 
concerned, but with a view to inducing agriculturists to 
make experiments which may prove a source of useful in- 
formation to others. Similar principles apply to the grants 
towards the breeding of live stock : the Commissioners are 
careful to point out that in most cases grants of this kind 
are only “temporary and educational in the sense that 
their object is to convince the farmer by actual experience, 
that it pays to give a high fee for the use of a good sire.” 

These considerations do not apply in the same degree to 
the other principal objects towards which advances have 
been recommended, viz.: the reclamation and drainage of 
land, the construction and improvement of harbours, the 
development of inland navigations and of rural transport. 
In these cases the advances are to be justified principally 
on the ground that they assist the executing bodies to tide 
over a purely temporary difficulty. 

Some idea of the relative magnitude of the various activi- 
ties of the Commissioners can to be gathered from the follow- 
ing figures. The amount of grants and loans actually 
recommended to the Treasury in the year ended March 31st, 
1914, was thus distributed : for agriculture and rural indus- 
tries, £469,293 in grants, £3,500 in loans; for forestry, 
£34,354 in grants, £56,850 in loans for reclamation of land, 
£3,025 in grants ; for rural transport, £20,000 in a loan ; for 
harbours, £87,570 in grants, £46,500 in loans; for inland 
navigation, £10,000 in a loan; for fisheries, £20,885 in 
grants ; £152,080 in loans. 


OUR OVERSEAS FOOD SUPPLIES 


Board of Agriculture ani Fisheries: Imports and Exports of 
Corn, Live Stock, and other Agricultural Produce. Cd. 
7551. 54d. 

Fortunately the superiority of our Fleet in the present war 
makes the question of our overseas food supplies so remote 
that the Press seldom finds space, now that the struggle is 
upon us, to discuss the matter. At the same time, it would 
be unwise to let slip the opportunity for an annual stock- 
taking which is afforded by the Board of Agriculture. Our 
dependence on foreign sources of supply is inevitable; 
nevertheless, it is not wise to forget it. There is, too, the 
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question of how far we rely for foodstuffs in normal times 
on the countries now at war or on those neutral States most 
directly affected by the struggle. Strangely enough, in one 
important branch of foodstuffs we are less dependent on 
overseas supplies than is popularly supposed. Of our 
total meat supply just under 60 per cent. is raised in the 
United Kingdom itself, while slightly over 40 per cent. alone 
comes from abroad. This proportion has scarcely varied 
since the turn of the century. In fact, the percentage of 
supply from home sources, although it has been almost 
constant for the last thirteen years, was rather smaller in 
1900 than last year. An important development in recent 
years is the almost complete disappearance of the trade 
in live animals. For some time past the only source of 
supply for live animals has been the United States and 
Canada, and even that has now dwindled to almost nothing. 
It would seem that methods of preservation have now 
reached such a pitch of efficiency that there is little to 
choose between meat slaughtered before transport and 
meat killed after arrival in England. The total quantity of 
meat imported during 1913 was 22,831,000 cwts., the highest 
on record, and the price (£54,777,000) was much the largest 
ever paid. Even over so short a period as the last seven 
years the sources of our foreign supply show a remarkable 
change. In 1907 over 41 per cent. of our foreign meat 
came from the United States. Since that year the amount 
sent has dwindled steadily until in 1913 we drew only 
slightly over 12 per cent. of the total from that country. 
Argentina, in 1907 sending somewhat over 19 per cent., now 
sends 88 per cent.; Australia, in 1907 sending just under 
5 per cent., now sends 15 per cent. The only supplies 
likely to be influenced by the war are the 11 per cent. taken 
from Denmark (a remarkably large amount for so small a 
country) and the 4 per cent. from Holland. It is, incident- 
ally, a significant fact that, although since 1900 the popu- 
lation of the United Kingdom has increased by 4} millions, 
the net amount of meat imports is very little larger than 
twelve years ago. During the same time our home supplies 
have increased, and it is only they that have saved us from 
a serious shortage. As it is, the average consumption of 
meat per head has fallen from 136-3 Ibs. in 1900-1 to 127-6 lbs. 
a year ago. As the Report to the Board of Agriculture 
suggests, the reduction is probably due rather to the ‘* check 
to consumption consequent upon higher prices than to 
deliberate abstinence.””’ When examined more closely this 
fall is found to have taken place in “ pig meat” alone. 
The amount per head of beef (63-1 Ibs. in 1900-3, 63-6 Ibs. in 
1912-13) has remained almost constant, that of mutton has 
slightly increased (27-3 lbs. in 1900-3, 28-4 Ibs. in 1912-13), 
while that of “* pig meat ” has fallen from 42-5 lbs. per head 
in 1900-3 to 33-9 lbs. a year ago. bie ine Sei 

Butter and margarine, like meat, show a tendency to 
remain stationary as far as imports are concerned. In the 
present year we may expect less of both, since our chief 
supplies of butter come from Denmark, Holland, and Russia, 
while for our foreign supplies of margarine we are dependent 
almost alone upon Holland. Imports of condensed milk 
continue their rapid expansion; but here, too, we shall 
suffer, since almost all our imports in normal years come 
from Holland and Switzerland. Imports of eggs (last year 
2,590,000,000) were the highest on record; here, again, 
the chief sources of supply are Russia and Denmark, with 
both of which countries intercourse has been seriously 
affected by the war. 

Last year our wheat imports were 122} million ewts., a 
little below the record total of the year before. The amount 
sent from the British Empire, which in 1912 was for the 
first time more than half our total imports, again fell back 
to 46} per cent., owing to the reduced quantities coming 
from Australia and India. The sources of our wheat sup- 


plies are varied, and, since they depend upon erratic harvests. 
no constant quantity can be expected from any country, 
On the average of the last seven years, however, the United 
States continues to send by far the largest amount (last 
year it even rose to 35 per cent. of the total), after which 





Canada takes the second and Argentina, Russia, and India 
compete with varying fortunes in different years for the 
third place. Of our barley imports Russia sends by far 
the largest amount, India, the United States, and Asiatic 
Turkey following some way after. Maize in normal years 
is now imported almost entirely from Argentina. Oats 
come for the greater part from Argentina also, but here 
Germany has up till now taken a prominent place among 
the countries exporting to us, and this year the falling-off 
of the German supply will have considerable effect. 
Strangely enough, Germany exports to us, as a rule, con- 
siderable quantities of fruit, sending last year more than 
half the total number of plums imported into this country, 
It also supplied us a year ago with more than one-quarter 
of our imported potatoes, sending 2,309,000 cwts. out of a 
total of 9,427,000, very little less than the 2,830,000 from 
Holland, our chief source of supply. As the two next largest 
potato exporters are France and Belgium, the immediate 
outlook for our supplies of this vegetable are not bright. 

On the whole, however, should the seas remain under our 
control, it would seem that, as far as the main staples of our 
food supplies are concerned, we shall be little affected by 
the war. Russia, it is true, as far as wheat is concerned, 
will probably fail us; but then last year wheat drawn from 
Russia was only 4 per cent. of our total supplies from 
abroad, and there is no reason to expect that the wheat 
supplies from other sources will fall short. Eggs, butter, 
condensed milk, and potatoes from abroad will be rarer, but 
in no ease will the cutting off of supplies be disastrous. 
From our chief opponent, Germany, it is manufactured 
articles rather than foodstuffs that we import in normal 


times. 


THE EVILS OF STILL AIR 


Report on Ventilation and the Effect of Open Air and Wind on the 
Respiratory Metabolism, by Prof. Leonard Hill, F.R.S. 
Local Government Board. H.M. Stationery Office. 9d. 

Professor Hill, who was assisted by Dr. Martin Flack, has 
investigated the causes of the evil effects produced by con- 
fined air. The earlier sanitarians of the nineteenth century 
held the view that infectious disease was generated and 
propagated by atmospheric impurities derived from decom- 
posing animal and vegetable matter, damp, and dirt in close 
and overcrowded dwellings. But this theory is now almost 
abandoned in favour of the belief that a specific microbe is 
the cause of each infectious disease, and that infection is 
spread not by poisonous exhalations, but by biting insects, 
flies, contaminated milk or water, saliva spray and direct 
contact. Apart from infection, the harmful results of bad 
ventilation have been attributed to chemical changes in the 
atmosphere due to (1) the air becoming impoverished of 
oxygen, (2) the presence of an excess of carbon dioxide gas, 
(3) the presence of an organic poison from expired air. 
Each of these possible factors is passed in review. 

The diminution of oxygen, even in the most crowded 
room, is never more than about 1 per cent., a change which 
is too small to have any physiological effect. Indeed for 
the purposes of open air treatment cases are sent to health 
resorts 5,000 feet up in the Alps, where the partial pressure 
of oxygen is considerably less than it can ever be in the 
most crowded room. People live and work in the Andes at 
a height of 9,000 to 14,000 fect, where the partial pressure 
of oxygen is but 14 to 12 per cent. of an atmosphere. Coal- 
miners working at the face constantly labour in an atmo- 
sphere where the oxygen is diminished 1 to 2 per cent. It is 
evident that owing to the combining power of hemoglobin 
and the power of adjustment of the blood, the respiratory 
exchange and metabolism of an animal is independent 
within wide limits of the partial pressure of oxygen. 

As regards excess of carbon dioxide, analyses show that 
it never rises to any great extent. In a crowded meeting 
the amount was -865 per cent. Physiological enquiry has, 
however, proved that the excess in the atmosphere cannot 
enter the body, since the action of the respiratory centre 
keeps the CO, in the pulmonary air at the normal 5-6 per 
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cent. of an atmosphere. The only result of breathing air 
containing -5 per cent. of CO, is an unnoticeable increase in 
the ventilation of the lungs. It is not until air containing 
higher concentrations of CO,, such as 3 to 4 per cent., is 
breathed that the respiration is increased so that it is 
noticeable to the resting individual. In submarines it is 
found that the men can endure concentrations up to 3} 
per cent. without any great difficulty, the oxygen at the 
same time being correspondingly diminished. Experiments 
on rats confirmed the view that carbonic acid can be 
dismissed as a factor in the ill-effects of confined atmospheres. 

Equally lacking is evidence that deleterious effects are 
produced by the existence of organic poison in expired air. 
Guinea pigs and rats living at the bottom of deep boxes and 
breathing their own exhalations day after day for months 
did not suffer. No poisonous effect was produced on small 
animals by injecting into them the fluid obtained by con- 
densing human breath. 

Having dismissed the view that the discomfort of confined 
air is due to chemical changes in the atmosphere, the investi- 
gators examined the influence of the physical conditions of 
the air, and bring forward convincing evidence that the 
deleterious effects are due to the temperature, excess of 
water vapour and lack of air movement causing heat stagna- 
tion. Hermans, thirty years ago, suggested that the results 
of bad ventilation were thermal in origin. A series of ex- 
periments, made under the direction of Fliigge in the Institute 
of Hygiene at Breslau, in which persons shut up in cabinets 
were kept under observation, pointed in the same direction. 
Professor Hill, with others, has confirmed and extended 
these experiments. In one class of experiments, seven or 
eight students were shut up in an observation chamber for 
about half an hour until the CO, reached 3 to 4 per cent., 
and the oxygen had fallen to 17 or 16 per cent. The students 
went in chatting and laughing, but by and by, as the tem- 
perature rose they ceased to talk, and their faces became 
flushed and moist. Their discomfort was relieved to an 
astonishing extent by putting on the electric fans placed in 
the roof. The air of the chamber breathed through a tube 
by other students outside caused no discomfort, whereas a 
student inside breathing the outside air felt no relief. 

The conclusion reached is that movements of the air pro- 
ducing an adequate cooling of and stimulating effect on the 
skin is the prime factor in ventilation. Over-heated rooms 
and still air decrease the activity of the body furnace, and so 
lead to lessened vigour and resistance to disease. The 
general belief that exposure to cold is the cause of trouble is 
greatly to be deprecated. So far as real evidence goes, 
those who expose themselves freely to open air and cold 
weather become hardy and vigorous and do not take “ cold.” 
Excessive protection from cold weather by over-clothing, 
over-heating and shutting out of wind lessens immunity and 
mcereases the susceptibility to such diseases as pneumonia 
and phthisis. When it is generally realised that it is the 
physical and not the chemical conditions of confined atmo- 
spheres which influence health and happiness a vast im- 
provement in the condition of home and industrial life will 
be effected. ” 


THE WAR AND OVERSEAS TRADE 


Accounts relating to Trade and Navigation for August, 1914. H. of C. 
88-VII. ls. 6d. 


Annual Statement of Trade of the United Kinglom with Foreign 
i and British Possessions, 1913. Vol. II. Cd. 7585. 
- ld. 


Accounts relating to the Trade of Certain Foreign Countries and 
British Possessions, including figures receivel up to July 15th, 
1914. H. of C. 126-V. 5d. 

There is a particular interest attached to the Board of Trade 


Returns of Overseas Trade for August. For the first time we are 
able to test the effects of a great war upon our commerce. It is, 


of course, too early to measure the results of the stagnation which 
is bound to follow in so many industries. But apart from this, 
there is much to be noticed. For the first few days of the month 
trade was almost normal, although the shadow of war was 


already making itself felt. Then, for nearly a fortnight after 
the struggle had definitely opened came what may be hoped was 
the worst period in the war. Command of the sea had not been 
completely secured ; the danger from mines was serious, and the 
fear of them had a paralysing effect out of real proportion to the 
danger. For a short time foreign trade was at a standstill. 
Afterwards, there has been a period of gradual recovery, an 
approach to what one expects will be the normal condition of 
war commerce, as the command of the sea was drawn into our 
hands, as the mine areas were defined and limited, and as the 
commerce destroyers of the enemy were gradually hunted down. 
This process is not yet complete, but unless some quite unex- 
pected disaster should overtake our Fleet, we can now hope to see 
this stable condition soon established. And now as to the effect 
of the war on trade during this first month: according to the 
August returns, it was as follows :— 


OvERSEAS TRADE DURING AUGUST. 


1913. 1914. Decrease. Per 
£ £ £ cent. 
Imports 55,976,000 42,362,000 13,614,000 24 
Exports 44,111,000 24,211,000 19,900,000 45 
Re-exports - 8,150,000 4,420,000 3,730,000 46 


This is a fall serious enough in itself, but smaller, perhaps, than 
might have been expected. After all, this was the first, neces- 
sarily uncertain, month in a war against the second strongest 
naval Power. 

A clearer picture of what has happened can be obtained by 
taking in detail each of the three main groups into which our 
trade is divided. In the case of food and drink, the fall in imports 
was only £2,000,000. Grain and flour showed an increase 
of more than three-quarters of a million sterling, mainly through 
increased shipments of wheat from America and of barley from 
Russia. Meat remained practically stationary. The chief drop 
was in sugar, butter, eggs, and fruit, our sugar coming largely in 
normal times from Germany and Austria, our eggs from Russia, 
and our butter from Denmark. In the next great group of raw 
materials, the fall in imports was nearly £3,000,000. Here more 
than two-thirds of the drop is accounted for by timber, owing to 
the closing up of the Baltic route from Russia, a small reminder 
of what might have happened had Germany controlled anything 
more than the Baltic Sea. Cotton imports actually increased, 
while wool remained practically stationary. In the group of 
manufactured articles, the fall (£9,500,000) was more 
serious. It was widely distributed over each class of goods, 
but the “ miscellaneous,” fancy goods for the greater part, most of 
which came from Germany, suffered especially heavily. Turning 
to exports, we find a fall of over a million sterling in the food 
and drink group, mostly through fish, beer, ale, and confectionery. 
The raw material class lost 2} million pounds sterling, due largely 
to coal, the exportation of which, it will be remembered, was for- 
bidden by the Government: for a period of about ten days after 
the outbreak of war. Under manufactured articles and mis- 
cellaneous we have to account for an enormous drop of 16 million 
pounds. Of this, 4} million pounds is set down to cotton yarn 
and goods alone, a fact which explains at once why Lancashire 
is the most depressed part of the country. It must be remem- 
bered that not only was its Continental market cut off, but that 
its China and Eastern trade was at first brought to an almost 
equally complete standstill. Wool accounts for a fall of 1} 
million pounds, new ships for 2} million pounds, and iron and steel 
goods for nearly 2 million pounds. What, then, in view of these 
figures, are the prospects for the future? In the first place, it 
must be remembered that in the early days of the month we were 
still exporting largely to Germany and Austria, and that these 
goods take their place in the present returns. All of this trade 
will, of course, fall away. Whether or not we shall gain enough 
through the increased security of other routes to compensate for 
this loss, and whether we shall recoup ourselves by “ capturing 
Germany’s trade,” remains now to be seen. It would be foolish 
to prophesy. What we know definitely is the loss we sustaip 
by the falling away of Germany, our best customer, and that loss 
is an intensely serious one. 

In the bulky document of 500 foolscap pages which forms the 
second volume of the “ Annual Statement of the Trade of the 
United Kingdom with Foreign Countries and British Possessions” 
for 1913, compared with the four previous years, we have, as usual, 
apart from abstract tables, a detailed statement of the trade at 
each port in the United Kingdom and a detailed statement of the 
trade of the United Kingdom with each foreign country and with 
each British Possession and Protectorate. In addition, are 
transhipment accounts, customs revenue accounts, &c. The 
volume presents an immense amount of important material, but, 
for the moment, most may be left aside in order to get some idea 
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of our German trade and the amount of leeway we shall have to 
make up in order to compensate ourselves for its loss. For the 
year 1913 our imports from Germany were £80,411,000, our 
exports to Germany £60,500,000 in value. It is impossible to 
deal with the goods involved in detail ; with the more important 
products alone in which business was done for over one million 
pounds there is more than enough for a short survey. Sugar, for 
instance, refined and unrefined, was bought from Germany to the 
extent of 11 million pounds sterling ; iron and steel manufactures 
reached a little over 4 million pounds ; steel, in bars, billets, &c., a 
little over 3 million pounds ; cotton piece goods a little under 2 mil- 
lion pounds. Between 1} and 2 million pounds each was spent on 
our imports of dyes, hosiery, leather, machinery, zinc, and silk 
goods ; between 1 and 14 million pounds each on oats, clothing, 
motor cars, chemicals (other than potash), lace, toys, and woollen 
stuffs. Our most paying export to Germany was coal, which 
brought us just over 5} million pounds. After that came cotton 
yarn, with just over 5 million pounds ; wool (re-export), just under 
4 million pounds; rubber (re-export), 3} million pounds‘ 
woollen yarn, 3 million pounds ; herrings, just under 3 million 
pounds ; skins and furs (re-exports), 24 million pounds ; mixed 
woollen yarns, another 2 million pounds; woollen manufactures, 
over 2 million pounds; cotton manufactures, nearly 2 million 
pounds; machinery, nearly 2 million pounds; iron and steel 
goods, 1} million pounds; and wool tops, 1} million pounds. 
These are imposing figures,—figures which it is unlikely we shall 
reach through any “‘ German” trade we may capture in other 
countries. 

How large this trade of Germany has become, we 
can judge from another Board of Trade publication, the 
*“* Accounts Relating to Trade and Commerce of Certain Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions,” which gives the figures of 
German trade for 1914. Up to and including May, German 
imports for the first five months of the current year reached a 
total value of 4,593,067,000 marks, or, converted into English 
currency (which the Board of Trade might very well save 
the reader the trouble of doing), £229,653,350 ; its imports were 
4,249,078,000 marks, or £212,453,900; in both cases slightly 
higher than in the record year which preceded it. Its main 
imports were during the period: Raw cotton (322,461,000 m.), 
raw wool (274,104,000 m.), wheat (163,189,000 m.), barley 
(162,553,000 m.), raw copper (144,709,000 m.), nitrate of soda 
(119,416,000 m.), and raw coffee (101,816,000 m.). The whole, 
or almost all, of these imports will be cut off should we retain 
command of the sea. Its exports were iron and iron goods 
(545,653,000 m.), machinery (262,597,000 m.), coal (216,838,000 m), 
and cotton manufactures (173,567,000 m.), the greater part of 
which are likely to feel equally heavily the effects of the pressure of 
our Fleet. One point is worth notice, lest we should rely, as some 
appear to do, on starving out Germany. The total quantity of 
its imports of wheat, rye, and oats, in kilogrammes, was for 
January to May t,280,700,000, the total quantity of its exports 
1,229,600,000, or very nearly the same. The question of corn 
supply, so long as the harvests are safe, is of no great consequence 
toGermany. What it loses through the impossibility of importing 
wheat it will make up from its surplus rye. 


LABOUR PROTECTION IN METALLIFEROUS 
MINES AND QUARRIES 


Royal Commission on Metalliferous Mines and Quarries. Second 
Report. Cd. 7476. 1s. 9d. Minutes of Evidence, Vol. II. 
Cd. 7477. 8s.3d. Minutes of Evidence, Vol. III. Cd. 7478. 
2s. 7d. 

The Royal Commission on Mines which was appointed in 1907 
was originally intended to deal with metalliferous mines and 
quarries as well as with coal mines. But in 1910 it was decided 
that a separate Royal Commission should deal with questions 
of health and safety in metalliferous mines and quarries. Its 
Report is a worthy successor to the long series of official enquiries 
into labour conditions in mines. Although many of the subjects 
with which it deals are mainly of a technical character, neverthe- 
less there is every effort to attain to a high standard of lucidity 
from the point of view of the general reader. As an example 
of this we may refer to the opening paragraphs of the section on 
Phthisis. Instead of plunging in medias res the writer devotes a 
a number of paragraphs to a non-technical explanation of the 
nature of respiratory diseases, a summary of the history and 
observation of occupational phthisis, and an account of previous 
inquiries into the question in metalliferous mines. But although 
the section on Phthisis is an example of exceptionally able state- 
ment the whole report is a model in respect of form and presen- 
tation. 

The metalliferous mines and quarries of this country represent 


a relatively small industry as compared with coal mining. The 
law with regard to the protection of labour in metalliferous 
mines is, however, extremely complicated. It is made up 
of eight separate statutes. Surface works at metalliferous 
mines came under the Factory Acts, and not under any Mines 
Acts. The confusion arising from the duplication of the two 
systems of inspection has been to some extent obviated by 
the appointment of the inspectors of mines as inspectors of 
factories for the purpose of inspecting surface works. The 
Commission recommends that the surface works should be wholly 
placed under the mines inspectors ; that the age for employment 
under ground should be raised from 13 to 14; and that the 
regulation of hours above ground should be carried out by 
means of a clause copied from the Coal Mines Act, instead of by 
the Factory Act. This would incidentally have the effect of 
substituting a 10-hour day for a 10}-hour day, a 54-hour week 
for a 60-hour week, and a Saturday half-holiday commencing 
at 2 p.m. for one commencing at 4 p.m. The regulations would, 
however, apply only to male workers under 16, while the Factory 
Act limitation of hours applies to all male workers under 18, 
It is to be hoped that in carrying out the change—which is clearly 
in general to be commended—the Government will not allow the 
regulation of the hours of labour of older boys to be completely 
abolished. The Quarries Act, like the Metalliferous Mines Acts, 
is dovetailed in a hopelessly complicated manner with the 
Factory Acts. Quarries over 20 feet deep are subject to both the 
Quarries Act and the Factory Act, while quarries under 20 feet 
deep are subject to the Factory Act alone. As in the case of 
metalliferous mines, the Commission recommends that all quarries 
should be removed from the jurisdiction of the Factory Act. 

The inspection of metalliferous mines and quarries is carried 
out by the general mines inspectorate. The two main questions 
which the Commission had to consider in connection with the 
organisation of the inspectorate were, first, whether a more or less 
distinct system of inspection should be established for metallifer- 
ous mines and for quarries, and, secondly, whether the workmen 
should be given the right (which they already possess in coal mines) 
to conduct their own independent inspections. The Commissioners 
(except two representatives of the organised quarrymen) recom- 
mend that the inspection of metalliferous mines and quarries 
should remain an integra] part of the general system of mines in- 
spection ; but propose that an inspector with special qualifications 
should be attached to headquarters to visit metalliferous mines and 
quarries from time to time and also to keep the Chief Inspector and 
the Home Office in touch with the latest developments in these 
industries. In the districts where metalliferous mines and 
quarries are of importance inspectors possessing special knowledge 
of such mines and quarries (including working-men inspectors) 
should be appointed. 

Neither the Metalliferous Mines Act nor the Quarries Act gives 
any recognition to the position of manager, such as is accorded 
by the Coal Mines Act, although in most of the codes of rules in 
force in mines reference is made to a manager whose duties are 
more or less elaborately defined. The Commissioners propose 
that metalliferous mines and quarries should now be brought into 
line with coal mines in regard to the establishment of qualifica- 
tions for managers and the definition of the duties placed upon 
them and upon owners and agents. It is almost impossible to 
summarise the detailed examination of the many questions of 
health and safety which occupies the greater part of the Com- 
mission’s Report. Numerous recommendations are made for 
strengthening the present law. On the question of dust, special 
attention may be called to the evidence of Dr. Collis of the Home 
Office, which is of importance in relation to many occupations. 


HOME INDUSTRIES IN THE HIGHLANDS 


Report to the Board of Agriculture for Scotland on Home Indus- 
iyo tries in the Highlands and Islands. Cd. 7564. 11}d. 


“In 1911 Mr. W. R. Seott was appointed by the Secretary for 
Scotland to investigate the home industries in the congested 
districts of Scotland, and the present report is the result of his 
inquiries. This thorough and excellent piece of work is far 
more than a survey of conditions at the moment. At least a 
quarter of the two hundred odd pages is occupied by 3a 
detailed historical account of the development of industry in 
the Highlands from the fifteenth century onwards. Beginning 
with the first references to the primitive industry of ** quhyte 
plaiding,” he shows the beginning of the woollen industry, 
hosiery, linen, and kelp trades, and discusses the beginnings 
of the Harris tweed industry in 1844. It was not till 
the middle of the nineteenth century that the effect of 
machinery began to be seriously felt, but the decline at that time 
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was rapid, and, despite the Ruskin movement for hand-made goods, 
it was not till the formation of the Scottish Home Industries 
Association in 1889 and the Highland Home Industries and 
Arts Association in the same year that this falling off was arrested. 
When the Congested Districts Board was established in 1897 it 
was also brought into close association with the home industries, 
and in later years much attention has been paid to their regulation 
and development. The value of goods sold on the open market 
is still small. According to the statistics provided by Mr. Scott, 
which, however, he explains are not to be taken as complete, it 
reached in 1911 the sum of £121,225, nearly two-thirds of which 
was received from Harris tweed. 

In the second section of the Report the industries practised at 
the present day are discussed separately. The production of 
tweed takes the first place. The mixture of hand work and 
machinery in carding, spinning, and weaving is described in detail, 
and a description given of the producing and selling organisations. 
Especially interesting is a lengthy account of labour conditions in 
the industry. Equally detailed is the description of the next most 
important industry, that of Shetland hosiery, and notes are added 
on knitting in certain other parts of Scotland. The lace-making 
industry at Tarbert, Lochfyne, is new, having been started in 
1907, but appears already to have had considerable success. 
Wicker work and basket making, from which just under £1,000 
was made during 1911, is carried on chiefly in the West Highlands, 
Skye, and the Orkneys. At Kilmuir in Skye is a workshop for 
the making of herring baskets, which has already had some 
success. Beyond these four “staple” industries there are 
various miscellaneous survivals and revivals of home industries— 
wood carving, Shetland rug making, straw work, pottery, seal 
leather, Shetland sponges, violin making, ete. Kelp making 
can hardly be classed among the other “ home ” industries, but 
Mr. Scott excuses his treatment of it on the ground that it is not 
dealt with elsewhere. In its career of two hundred years the 
industry, the main importance of which now is for the production 
of iodine, appears to have been again and again on the verge of 
extinction, but has always survived. The Report points out 
the high proportion of iodine and other constituents in the Scotch 
seaweed, and suggests that “the time is now ripe when this 
source of wealth ought to be worked to better advantage than it 
has been in the past.” This survey of the various industries 
ends with a general discussion of the prospects of home industries 
in Scotland, of the powers of the Board of Agriculture for Scotland, 
and of the relations of rural industries to the truck system. 
Among some useful appendices is a map showing the larger 
units of water-power in the Highlands, with figures of the horse- 
power available. In so short a notice of this valuable Report 
no attempt has been made to do more than outline its contents. 
From that alone it will be clear that it presents useful reading 
both for those who are enthusiastic in their support of attempts 
to revive country industry, and for those who at this stage of 
social development condemn all such attempts as mere economic 
dilettantism. 


UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE CLAIMS 


Unemployment Insurance: Decisions given by the Umpire 
respecting Claims to Benefit. Vol. I. Nos. 1-500. 1914. 
H. M. Stationery Office. 1s. 4d. 


Under Part II. of the Insurance Act benefit is paid provided 
the workman fulfils certain statutory conditions and is free from 
certain disqualifications. The task of deciding whether a worker 
is entitled to benefit, and if so to how much, is in the hands of the 
Insurance Officer. His decision, however, is not final, for the 
insured person has a right of appeal to a local court of referees. 
If the Court and the Insurance Officer are in agreement, the 
worker can make no further appeal, but in case of disagreement 
the Insurance Officer may refer the case to the Umpire, whose 
decision is final. The present volume contains details of 500 
disputed cases referred to the Umpire for settlement. They 
cover a wide range, though a considerable number turn on the 
question whether a workman was entitled to refuse employment 
offered to him because of the low rate of wages, or whether he 
had just cause for leaving his employment. Other cases which 
figure in the volume relate to ‘‘ misconduct ” and unemployment 
connected with the existence of trade disputes. The cases dealt 


with give an insight into the many difficult questions which must 
of necessity arise, and of the spirit in which they are dealt with. 
Though the outsider has in some instances a difficulty in under- 
Standing the decisions of the Umpire, it is evident that a serious 
attempt has been made to interpret the Act fairly and without 
prejudice, and in an enlightened manner. The Umpire allowed work- 
men’s claims to benefits where they had left their work because of 





low wages in fifty-two cases, but disallowed it in twenty-five cases. 
On the other hand, in dealing with cases concerning the conduct 
of the worker, though a good number of claims were allowed, 
there were cases amounting to half as many again in which the 
Umpire refused his sanction to benefit. These general figures, 
however, are of little value ; in order to appreciate the importance 
of the decisions reference must be made to the individual cases. 
The important influence the decisions of the Umpire may have 
in maintaining reasonable minimum conditions was dealt with in 
anarticle in THe NEw STATESMAN on August Ist, 1914, where a 
number of the decisions recorded are quoted. 


THE LUNATIC ASYLUMS 


Sixty-Eighth Report of the Commissioners in Lunacy. 
H. of C. 264. 7d. 

Fifty-Sixth Annual Report of the Commissioners in Lunacy for 
Scotland. Cd. 7404. Is. ld. 

Sixty-Third Annual Report of the Inspectors of Lunatics (Ireland) 
for the year 1913. Cd. 7527. Is. 


A notable administrative change is recorded in the first and 
second of these reports. In England, on April Ist last, the 
Commissioners in Lunacy as such ceased to exist. Their place 
is taken by a Board of Control of not more than fifteen members, 
twelve of whom may be paid. To this Board of Control, which 
is presided over by a paid chairman, all the powers and duties of 
the Commissioners in Lunacy are transferred. The change 
comes about under the Mental Deficiency Act, 19138, and the 
event, which is an important land mark, gives the authors of the 
report an opportunity for reviewing, in an interesting chapter, the 
history of the disbanded commission since its foundation under 
the Act of 1845, a measure embodying the policy initiated by 
Lord Shaftesbury. At that time there were only 21 public 
asylums in the country, and the total number of insane persons 
in England and Wales was estimated at something over 26,000. 
On January Ist this year the number notified was 140,237, an 
increase on the previous year of 1,860, which compares favourably 
with the average annual increase of the preceding decade (2,304). 
In 1859 the ratio of insane to the total population was estimated 
at 18-67 per 10,000 ; it is now 37-59. 

In regard to a subject now receiving a great deal of public 
attention—the relation of insanity and syphilis—the report 
contains some instructive results, which are set out with caution. 
The figures as to general paralysis of the insane show, as we 
should expect, large differences in sex distribution. It is noted 
that the incidence of general paralysis is greater in those asylums 
which receive patients from large industrial centres. Among 
many matters of curious interest in the report, the one which to 
some readers will have an ironic aspect is the care taken to 
prevent suicides—such, for example, as the artificial feeding of 
patients who refuse food, and the censuring of attendants who 
may have fallen short of the utmost precaution in checkmating 
patients in their attempts at final release from the agonies of the 
insane. 

The Scottish report, also largely historical, contains some 
useful information as to the system, long established in Scotland, 
of boarding out the insane in private dwellings. Persons so 
treated at present number over 3,000, out of a total of 19,346. 
The total in Ireland is 25,009. There is no uniformity in the 
method of presenting the statistics or working out the percentages, 
so that comparisons between the three countries are full of 
pitfalls. 


Part I. 


CREDIT AND AGRICULTURE IN IRELAND 


Report of the Departmental Committee on Agricultural Credit in 
Ireland. Cd.7375. 1914. 4s. 8d. 


It is generally recognised that rural development in Ireland is 
hampered by the lack of adequate capital. The striking growth 
of the joint stock banking system has been of little direct benefit 
to the farmers, though the Credit Societies by means of over- 
drafts have received valuable assistance. The Trustee Savings 
Banks operate in the urban rather than the rural areas. The 
Post Office Savings Bank has large sums on deposit in the country 
districts, but these funds are invested in Government securities 
in London, and are of no assistance to Irish rural industries. It 
seems that recourse to moneylenders is increasing ; in some parts 
of the country the farmers, when pressed for money, resort to the 
desperate expedient of the “ trust auction,” whereby their last 
condition is worse than their first. The “ gombeen” man is 
almost dead, but there is a considerable amount of shop credit, 
and abuses connected with it are not unknown. 
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On the other hand, the State by loans and grants of different 
kinds has done something to foster the economic development of 
Ireland. The Loan Fund Board, though primarily intended to 
help workers in industry, is now used chiefly by the agricultural 
population. The scope of its operations, however, is limited. 
The Board of Works offers long term loans to farmers and others 
for land improvements and similar objects, but is inelastic and 
does not meet the needs of the smaller agriculturists. The 
Congested Districts Board, though chiefly concerned with the 
transfer, etc., of estates, in addition makes loans for various 
agricultural purposes and fisheries. The most hopeful depart- 
ment of State is undoubtedly the Department of Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction. Among other things, it gives help to 
farmers in the shape of loans—e.g., for fruit growing, and ad- 
ministers agricultural credit schemes. Then there are the 
Estates Commissioners, who devote money to the improvement 
of estates and untenanted lands ; part is repayable by means of 
annuities, part non-repayable. Finally, there are 176 Co-operative 
Credit Societies, many of which, however, are stagnant. £25,000 
has been advanced to them by the State, through the Congested 
Districts Board and the Agricultural Department, of which sum 
nearly half is now outstanding. The Departmental Committee 
proposes to develop these societies on what it conceives to be 
sounder lines, the State loans being gradually withdrawn as far 
as possible. In future, Credit Societies should be based on 
limited liability and shares. The Committee recommend that an 
Agricultural Credit Section of the Department of Agriculture 
should be set up for the supervision of these societies, and that it 
should be assisted by an Advisory Committee representing the 
various State departments concerned with agricultural loans, the 
co-operative movement, and the joint stock banks. This new 
section would take over the work of the Loan Fund Board, which 
would be abolished. ‘The Board of Works should be co-ordinated 
with the Department of Agriculture. The agricultural instructors, 
it is suggested, might do much to stimulate co-operative credit. 
It is not intended to interfere with those societies which prefer 
to remain under the sole supervision of the Irish Agricultural 
Organisation Society, as it is thought best that the two systems 
should exist side by side in order that their merits and demerits 
may be the better understood. If the proposals of the Departmental 
Committee be adopted, therefore, central administration and 
supervision would be undertaken by the 1.A.0.S. and the Agricul- 
tural Credit Section of the Department of Agriculture. 


SOME CONSULAR REPORTS 


Annual Reports for 1913. 
List.) 

Now that the factor of European war has upset all normal 
economic development, Consular Reports for the year 1913 seem 
curiously remote. For those, however, who have retained 
sufficient balance of mind to be interested in other than war news 
there is, as usual, much information to be gained from a patient 
sifting of this material. The Reports for Germany especially 
possess a melancholy interest, and there is an unconscious 
mockery in those that still solemnly point out further “* openings 
for British trade” in that country. The Diisseldorf Report, 
from Mr. Consul-General Koenig, is particularly useful. In 
addition to details for his own district, the consul gives a survey of 
economic conditions over the whole Empire. In the middle of 
1913, he points out, a sharp downward movement commenced, 
the result, for the greater part, of the wars in Eastern Europe. 
Money also was scarce, the result, largely, of hoarding consequent 
upon the fear of a general European war. The Rhenish-West- 
phalian Coal Syndicate, one of the two greatest industrial organisa- 
tions in the country, reduced the percentage of its members’ 
output from 105-74 per cent. in 1912 to 87-3 per cent. in 19138, 
while the second, the Pig-Iron Syndicate, reduced the percentage 
from 96°2 per cent. in 1912 to 77-93 per cent. last year. Orders 
towards the close of the year, and prices, especially among the 
non-syndicated works, were heavily reduced. The holding up 
of prices by the syndicates for a longer period than the independent 
firms has increased the belief in these organisations and led to a 
renewed movement for their formation. It is significant that at 
a time of declining trade taxation could have been so heavily 
increased and that so little opposition should have been raised. 
In addition to the great war levy of £50,000,000 on incomes over 
£250, decided on in June, 1913, there was an annual addition of 
£10,000,000 for the needs of the army. What disaffection was 
shown turned largely against the imperial tax on capital, the 
first of its kind, and an inroad into the privileges of the federal 
State and municipalities. The question of the customs tariff, 


(For reference numbers see Classified 


since a new series of commercial treaties have to be negotiated 


before 1917, became again prominent and there was great fear 
of a tariff war with Russia. The Diisseldorf Report contains, in 
addition, some interesting details as to the improvements in 
employés’ insurance and the failure of the Socialist campaign for 
a scheme of unemployment insurance. Despite the increase in 
exports and imports, imperial finance showed a decrease in 
receipts from 1,224,000,000 marks in 1912 to 1,207,326,000 a 
year ago. The harvests were exceptionally good, being in each 
case above the average. For wheat the total crop was 4,655,956 
tons ; for rye, 12,222,394 tons; for barley, 3,673,254 tons ; for 
oats, 9,713,965 tons ; and for potatoes, 54,121,146 tons. To those 
who care to work out the amount of corn and potatoes per head in 
Germany (since this year’s harvest is said to have been equally 
good) the foolishness of expecting Germany to be quickly starved 
out will be apparent, especially when it is remembered that as far 
as meat is concerned it is almost self-supporting, and in sugar and 
potatoes it has a large export trade. Food prices in 1913 show 
a slight fall, and some interesting detailed tables on this subject 
are given by Mr. Consul-General Koenig. Detailed information 
is added on the money market, capital issues, labour market, 
wages, &c. In fact, those who wish for a picture of economic 
Germany before the outbreak of war cannot do better than buy 
this threepence halfpenny Report. . 

In the batch of French Reports there are none quite so interesting 
as those for Germany. Attention, however, should be drawn to 
the excellent Report from Lyons, with a well-arranged account of 
the silk industry, full details of the new French law modifying 
the regulations with regard to the health and safety of workpeople, 
an account of the employment of Italian children in the French 
silk industry, and of a new law regulating the question of com- 
pulsory rest for women in factories both before and after child- 
birth. The Calais Report has an interesting account of the origin 
of its important lace industry and some wise observations on last 
year’s depression. 

The best of the Italian Reports comes from Piedmont. Details 
are given of the systems of agricultural ownership employed, 
and of the rotation of crops, while the whole field of a very varied 
agricultural produce is surveyed at length. In the Sicilian 
Report is a description of the six separate lemon crops and a good 
many complaints at a disappointing year. Visitors, however, 
appear to be recovering confidence and are returning in greater 
numbers than at any time since the earthquake of 1908. From 
Spain the city of Seville reports continued progress and the 
vice-consul remarks on the fact that modern advertisement has 
now penetrated into the city. Consuls in Portugal complain of the 
impossibility of securing import and export statistics. Such 
figures as they can collect suggest a slight increase in prosperity. 
In the Lisbon Report is an account of a new Employers’ Liability 
Law somewhat on the lines of our Workmen’s Compensation Act, 
but pressing more heavily on the employer. In the Oporto 
Report is a consideration of the disappointing results of the Wine 
Law passed in 1907 prohibiting the export from Oporto of any 
wines made in the port style except from the Douro district. 


PAUPERISM 


Pauperism (England and Wales): Half Yearly Statements: State- 
ment for January Ist, 1914. H.ofC. 278. 1914. 6d. 


Pauperism (England and Wales): Monthly Statements for June, 
1914 (H. of C. III.-V. 14d.) and for July, 1914. (H. of 
C. IIt.-VI. 1d.) 


The total number of persons in receipt of relief in England and 
Wales on January Ist, 1914, was 761,578. Of these 125,828 were 
insane and 7,528 casuals, so that there were 628,182 paupers who 
were neither insane nor casuals. In proportion to the population 
the persons receiving relief numbered 20-6 per 1,000, or 1 in 48. 
As compared with the corresponding date in the previous year, 
these figures show a decrease of 4 per cent. in the total number of 
persons relieved, and a decrease of 5 per cent. in the number of 
paupers other than those classified as insane or casual. The pro- 
portion to population on January Ist, 1913, was 21-7 per 1,000. 
The number of persons relieved had increased in only 3 union 
counties (Hereford, Yorks N.R., and Montgomery) and had de- 
creased in 52. The decline in pauperism thus indicated had been 
continuous since 1909. Of the total number relieved, 264,292 
were indoor cases (exclusive of lunatics and casuals) ; 388,917 were 
outdoor cases (exclusive of casuals). The number of pauper 
lunatics in asylums, etc., was 100,941, and of casual paupers 
7,568. 

Turning to the facts which throw light on the causes of destitu- 
tion, we find that 221,654 of the persons relieved (excluding 
casuals) were men, 294,682 women, and 237,674 children. of 
those in institutions, 9,281 men and 7,408 women were classed as 

















ils 


in 
rd 
T, 
er 


he 
as 
he 
ch 


+t, 
to 
ne 


D2 














OcTOBER 10, 1914 THE NEW 








STATESMAN Buve Boor] 9 


Suprcanent 





ordinarily able-bodied and in health; 17,401 men and 12,916 
women as ordinarily able-bodied but sick or temporarily disabled ; 
81,857 men and 47,011 women as infirm or not able-bodied. Of 
the outdoor paupers, 49,829 men and 90,444 women were relieved 
on account of their own sickness or accident, or bodily or mental 
infirmity ; 5,816 men and 1,087 women on account of sickness, 
etc., affecting a dependent ; 36,187 women were the wives of men in 
receipt of relief ; while in the case of 987 men and 33,411 women 
destitution is attributed to “* other causes.” 5-3 per cent. of the 
total number were in receipt of medical relief only. 

With regard to the methods of treatment, the following figures 
are of interest. Of the 264,292 indoor paupers (excluding lunatics 
and casuals) 108,240 were in workhouse wards other than sick 
wards, 66,885 in sick wards of workhouses, 27,649 in Poor Law 
infirmaries under separate regulations. The number in institu- 
tions provided by the Poor Law Authorities (248,030) shows a 
decrease of 11,000 on the previous year: the number in other 
institutions (16,262) shows an increase of 645. Of the 237,674 
children under 16 in receipt of relief 68,039 were in institutions 
and are therefore included in the figures just quoted. This is a 
decrease of 2,637 as compared with last year. Of the total 
number 56,106 were in institutions provided by Poor Law Authori- 
ties (a decrease of 2,844) and 11,933 in institutions not provided 
by Poor Law Authorities (an increase of 207). The number of 
children in workhouse wards other than sick wards was 6,247—a 
decrease of 1,242 as compared with 1913. Of the children over the 
age of 3 in institutions, 83-6 per cent. were in institutions 
separate from the workhouse. Of those retained in workhouse 
wards other than sick wards 2,441 were under 3. 

The monthly returns do not give details as to the classes of 
persons relieved or the methods of treatment, but those under 
review contain evidence of a distinct check to the decline in 
pauperism generally, which was noticeable in January. The 
number of persons relieved at the end of June showed an excess 
of 4,835 over the corresponding figure for last year, and at the 
end of July the excess had risen to 11,357. Indeed, throughout 
the first half of the year, though the seasonal decline in the rate of 
pauperism occurred as usual, it was not as rapid as it was last year. 
In consequence, the ratio of paupers to population gradually 
caught up with the figures of 1913. Excluding lunatics in 
asylums, casual paupers, and persons in receipt of medical relief 
only, the figures for 1913 were, at the end of January, 18-4 per 
1,000 ; at the end of June, 16-8 ; and at the end of July, 16-4. 
The corresponding figures for this year were 17-5, 16-7, and 16-6. 


LAUNDRIES AND THE TRADE BOARDS 


Report and Special Report from the Select Committee on Trade 
Boards Act Provisional Order Bill, together with the pro- 
ceedings of the Committee, Minutes of Evidence, and an 
Appendix. H, of C, 317. 1s. 7d. 


In 1913 a Trade Board Provisional Order Bill was _ intro- 
duced in order to extend the system of trade boards to five new 
trades. One of these was calendering and machine ironing in 
steam laundries. The inclusion of the remaining four was 
accomplished without difficulty, but strong objection was taken 
by the Federation of Laundries Association to the attempt to 
secure a legal minimum wage to certain classes of their em- 
ployees. The House of Commons Committee refused to con- 
firm the order so far as calendering and machine ironing were 
concerned, as the term “ steam laundries’ apparently did not 
cover all laundries employing power. The Board of Trade, 
however, were willing to accept an amendment to extend the 
definition of ** steam,”’ so as to cover any form of power, but the 
Committee did not consider that such an amendment would be 
proper during the Select Committee stage of the Bill. This year 
the Board of Trade reintroduced the Order in identical terms, 
except that the word “‘ steam” was deleted. The Order was 
again opposed by organisations representing the laundry pro- 
proprietors. As Mr. J. D. Fitzgerald, Counsel for the Bill, pointed 
out, the argument of the employers was “ an argument against 
the Trade Boards Act” itself. On the other hand, the Board of 
Trade had little new to add to and strengthen their case. The 
figures put in by Miss Collet respecting wages offered by laundry 
employers at four London labour exchanges in 1912, though not 
based on a very large number of cases, are useful. The Board of 
Trade had no more recent statistics regarding the wages received 
by laundry workers than those taken from the Earnings and 
Hours of Labour Enquiry of 1906. The Laundry Association 
argued that since then wages had risen considerably, 12 per cent. 
among calenderers and 18 per cent. among machine ironers 
being given as the amount of the increase. Miss Collet admitted 
that the 18 per cent. rise was probably not exaggerated, but that, 


so far as the calenderers are concerned, she had found “ no 
indication up to 1912 of any improvement.” The Committee 
do not appear to have been satisfied with the evidence regarding 
the wages paid, and therefore were again unable to confirm the 
order, the majority expressing the opinion that the Board of 
Trade should “ invite the co-operation of trade organisations of 
employers and employed in obtaining the fullest information they 
can of the existing wages and other conditions of labour in the 
whole of the laundry trade, and that any Order hereafter applied 
for should, if possible, be of somewhat wider application.” The 
second attempt to introduce trade boards into the laundry 
industry has therefore failed ; for this the Board of Trade itself 
must take the chief responsibility. 


SOMALILAND 
Further Correspondence relating to Somaliland. Cd. 7566. 3}d. 


There is no news later than March in this White Paper, the 
greater part of which is concerned with the conditions of last 
year. The reports imply much disturbance and no little mis- 
giving in the mind of the Commissioner of the Protectorate. 
The friendly tribes, it is believed, are quite unable to defend 
themselves. The Dervishes are armed with rifles, and though 
their ammunition may be limited, the British authorities do not 
know that it is; on the contrary, the Mullah can probably get as 
much as he wants. Colonel Hoskins, Inspector-General of the 
King’s African Rifles, expressed a year ago the fear that the 
power of the Mullah was as formidable as in 1902. This officer 
appears to have misunderstood the purpose of the Camel Corps. 
The Commissioner remarks that he supposes them to be there 
for aggressive tactics against the Mullah, whereas their business 
is the protection of the immediate hinterland. We are given 
the translation of a delightful Arabic letter from the Mullah, 
written in January last. The Commissioner had assured him 
that the British Government knew not lying and deceit. The 
Mullah retorts that he had submitted this statement to two 
members of his entourage who knew the Government’s ways, 
and they emphatically did not agree. “ If these words had been 
uttered by the Queen herself (sic), then they would have been 
trustworthy ; but they are the words of the Consul, and every 
Consul is a deceitful liar.” The Mullah stands upon his virtue : 
“What a great difference between our words and your words ! 
This is one thing.” 


SHORT WEIGHT 


Report from the Select Committee on Short Weight. H. of C. 359. 
ls. 6d. 


It is probably not known to the majority of people that, since 
there is no general obligation to sell goods by weight, it is not 
generally an offence to sell short weight. The exceptions are 
bread and coal, which are dealt with by special legislation. 
Even in the case of bread the penalty inflicted by the courts for 
selling less than the weight purported is not imposed for “ short 
weight,” but for selling otherwise than by weight, since the 
courts hold that such bread has not been sold by weight at all. 
For other commodities all that the law requires is that just weights 
and measures should be provided and that they should be kept 
true. In the retail trade, the Committee records, customs of 
sale vary not only with the kind of goods sold, but also with 
the different parts of the country. It may be by gross or by 
net weight, by piece or by package. On the whole there does not 
appear to be much abuse, but certain practices hit the customer, 
especially the poor. In the case of tea, for instance, the poor 
customer seldom realises that he has bought, not } Ib. of 
tea, but } lb. of tea and paper. In addition certain traders 
have made a practice of using wrappings of paper or tinfoil of 
unnecessarily heavy weight, to the great disadvantage of the in- 
attentive purchaser. The Committee appears to have been 
very anxious in no way to interfere without cause with the 
** customs of trade,” but it nevertheless suggests that short weight 
in the retail trade should be made a statutory offence, and that 
those who sell by gross weight should be compelled to make this 
perfectly clear. Further, it suggests that it should be made illegal 
to sell tea, coffee, or cocoa retail by any other system except net 
weight. Fresh milk was somewhat outside the terms of the 
Committee, but it received complaints over this trade, and con- 
siders that the conditions under which milk is sold should receive 
investigation. Over the question of bread there are some 
difficulties owing to the well-known shrinkage in weight through 
baking. This can be compensated for by an extra slice, a “* make- 
weight,’ when bread is sold over the counter, but it is seldom 
done with bread delivered at the customers’ houses. For the sale 
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of bread the Committee makesa series of detailed recommendations, 
among others that all bread sold over the counter should be 
in parcels of 1 Ib. or in multiples of 1 Ib., and all bread sold outside 
the shop should be in parcels of 1 lb. or multiples of 1 Ib., or else 
at a weight clearly guaranteed to the purchaser. The minutes of 
evidence provide much useful information as to the habits and 
customs of retail trade. 


NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE 
STATISTICS 
National Health Insurance (Benefits). H.ofC. 365. 1914. 4d, 
National Health Insurance (Receipts). H. of C. 364. 1914. jd. 


In the period January 13th, 1913, to January 11th, 1914. 
the estimated number of persons who received the various benefits 
under Part I. of the Insurance Act was as follows: Medical 
Benefit, no information ; Sickness Benefit, 3,600,000 ; Maternity 
Benefit, 887,000 ; Sanatorium Benefit, 44,195. The estimated 
cost of the benefits was: Medical, £5,616,000; Sickness, 
£6,300,000 ; Maternity, £1,472,000; Sanatorium, £836,500. 
The receipts from stamps amounted to £18,779,954, and the 
sum voted by Parliament in respect of expenses and benefits 
(year ended March 31st, 1913) to £3,906,793 ; the sum voted in 
respect of benefits for the year ended March 31st, 1913, was 
£5,217,000. 


VOLUNTARY HOSPITALS AND THE 
INSURANCE BILL 


Annual Report of the Board of Superintendence of the Dublin 
Hospitals for 1913-14, Cd. 7576. 3d. 


* If voluntary hospitals are to be kept going so as to provide 
against the whole cost of the treatment of the sick being thrown 
upon the rates, considerable grants-in-aid should be voted by 
Parliament to all voluntary hospitals working in connection with 
the Insurance Act.”’ This is the conclusion drawn by the Board of 
Superintendence of the Dublin Hospitals, drawn (apart from, it is 
said in the Report, *‘ other considerations too numerous to 
mention ”’) from the three following facts : (1) there has been a 
general falling off in subscriptions, ** subscribers saying that they 
do not see why they should pay twice over for sickness benefits 
for persons in their employment ” ; (2) the three general hospitals 
in Dublin have received nothing from societies approved under 
the Insurance Act; (3) although 21s. per week is paid by the 
Insurance Committees for each tubercular case under treatment, 
the hospital is a loser thereby. Five shillings goes to the doctor 
treating the case, and this is merely nominal payment, since grave 
operations are often required from men whose full fee for such 
work runs from 50 to 100 guineas. The cost per bed for main- 
tenance and establishment per week is over 27s., so that the 
hospitals are the loser on each tubercular case by at least 11s. 
Clearly something will have to be done. 


THE COST OF THE WORLD’S NAVIES 


Return of the Total Naval Expenditure of the United Kingdom in 
each of the last 10 years, with similar information for each 
of the principal Foreign Naval Powers. H. of C. 410. 14d. 


This small white paper of ten pages is absolutely essential 
for any study of that particularly disputed question, the com- 
parative naval expenditure of the Great Powers. Tables, extend- 
ing over the last ten years, are given for the expenditure of 
Great Britain, France, Russia, Germany, Austria-Hungary, 
Italy, United States, and Japan, care being taken to point out 
where the figures are those of actual expenditure, of estimates, 
or of estimates as voted. In addition to the total expenditure 
figures are given for expenditure from loans, amounts voted for 
new construction, amount of new construction, and numbers of 
personnel. A further statement is added of expenditure included 
by each Power under its naval estimates, for which no corre- 
sponding provision exists in the naval budgets of other Powers. 
In the case of Great Britain, for instance, there are amounts set 
aside for pensions, coastguard, reserves, and steamship subsidies ; 
in that of Germany, those for fortifications, garrisons, naval ports, 
pilot and lighthouse services, meteorological service, printing 
and stationery, secret service, grants to municipal authorities, 
and Admiralty buildings. The total amount to be subtracted 
under these counts in the estimates for 1914-15 was for Great 
Britain, £4,148,500; for Germany, £455,818. It is hardly 
necessary to go back here to the well-worn theme of the armament 
race between Great Britain and Germany, but it may be pointed 
out from these tables that from 1905 to 1914 the total naval 


expenditure of Great Britain has risen from £37,159,235 to 
£52,261,708 or, (subtracting the expenditure for which there is no 
equivalent in the budget of Germany, from £33,387,568 to 
£48,113,203), that of Germany from £11,300,000 to £23,284,531 
(after the equivalent subtraction, from £11,127,285 to £22, 912,728). 
During the same period the amount voted for new construction 
has risen in the case of Great Britain from £11,501,102 to 
£18,676,080, in the case of Germany from £4,720,206 to 
£10,316,264 ; the numbers of personnel, for Great Britain from 
127,667 to 151,000, for Germany from 40,843 to 79,386. 


MINING AND RAILWAY ACCIDENTS 


Mines and Quarries. Reports of H.M. Inspectors: Northern 
Division (No. 2), Cd. 7439-—1., 8d.; Midland and Southern 
Division (No. 6), Cd. 7489-VI., 84d. 


Railway Accidents during the year 1913, 
Cd. 7591. 24d. 

The northern division contains 507 coal mines, 149 metalls 
ferous mines, and 571 quarries. The total output of minerali 
during the year was 65} million tons, the values of the coal and 
ironstone being returned as £32,148,227. The total number of 
persons employed was 247,011. The accidents of 1913 numbered 
1,110, of which 207 were fatal, causing the death of 211 persons. 
It is curious that the deaths have not varied more than one or 
two in three successive years. There were no fatalities due to 
firedamp or coal dust ; 59 per cent. of the deaths underground 
were due to falls of roof or side. There were ten fatal accidents 
in connection with shafts. The number of persons injured was 
46,451. In No. 6 Division, with employees numbering 118,247, 
there were 784 accidents, 124 of which were fatal, with 131 
deaths. The persons injured numbered 15,606. The inspector 
of the Northern Division says, with respect to the working of the 
Coal Mines Act, 1911, that it has entailed an enormous amount 
of work and large expenditure by the collieries. They have been 
able through buoyant trade to meet the new charges. The rise 
in working costs must be permanent, and neither wages nor prices 
are likely to fall. 

During 1913, on the 23,718 miles of railway in the United 
Kingdom, there were 1,131 people killed and 9,054 injured. Of 
the killed 143 were passengers, 422 railway servants, and 458 
trespassers and suicides. In the eight years ending 1912 one 
passenger was killed on the average in every 57,800,000 journeys 
and one injured in every 2,300,000. The worst accident of the 
year was that on the Midland at Aisgill, by which 16 passengers 
were killed. The number of collisions during the year due to 
signalling mistakes led to the issue of a memorandum by the 
railway inspecting officers which is reprinted here. It deals with 
the prevention of mistakes by signalmen and drivers, but not 
with hours of work, or rest, or other non-mechanical causes. 


General Report upon. 


CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS IN THE 
COLONIES 


Tasmania: Correspondence relating to the Recent Political Crisis. 
Cd. 7506. 1d. 


A constitutional question of great importance in imperial 
practice came up for decision during the political crisis which 
took place this spring in Tasmania. 

After a vote of censure against the existing Government on 
April 3rd, the Governor offered to Mr. Earle the task of forming 
a new Cabinet on condition that an immediate dissolution of 
Parliament took place, and that the new Parliament should be 
summoned before the end of May. Mr. Earle, however, confident 
that he commanded the majority of the House, demurred, and 
submitted to the Governor that his demands were “ contrary 
to the principles and well-established practice regulating the 
conduct of Parliamentary Government.” The reasons and pre- 
cedents for his attitude are given at length in a letter to the 
Governor reprinted in the present White Paper. To this the 
Governor replied that Mr. Earle had accepted office under the 
stipulations laid down by the Governor and could not now with- 
draw from them. He differed further in his interpretation of 
the constitutional question, and asserted that “ it is impossible 

. . to maintain the position that the Governor is a parallel to 
the Sovereign in Constitutional Monarchy, and that therefore he 
is obliged to act on the advice of his Minister in the same sense 
as that in which the King of the United Kingdom acts on the 
advice of his Ministers.” On this the House of Assembly pre- 


sented a memorial to the Governor registering its disapproval of 
his attitude and requesting that its protest should be forwarded 
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


In his reply Mr. Har 
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court points out that the action of the Governor was not in 
accordance with constitutional practice. A Governor, he said, 
can do nothing except on the advice of his Ministers ; if he 
differ from them, he must find others who will accept the respon- 
sibility of agreeing with him. At the same time, by accepting 
office, Mr. Earle had, at any rate for the time, accepted the 
responsibility for the Governor's stipulations. Afterwards, when 
the Ministers changed their minds, the Governor was powerless 
to enforce his demands. A fine distinction ! 


THE PATRIOTIC FUND 


Tenth Report of the Royal Patriotic Fund Corporation for the 
Year 1913. Cd. 7470. 84d. 

Public attention is at the present time directed towards the 
question of patriotic funds, and as a consequence this report will be 
scanned by many more persons than usual. The existing funds 
are administered by a corporation which has the Duke of Con- 
naught as President and Mr. Hayes Fisher, M.P., as Vice-Presi- 
dent. The membership is made up of five members representing 
the Treasury, the Admiralty, and the War Office, together with 
all the lords-lieutenant, mayors, and chairmen of county councils, 
and some other members co-opted. The list of the funds adminis- 
tered by this body is an interesting reminder of the campaigns 
and the naval disasters of the past century. The Crimean War 
Fund is the earliest of a series which includes also the Indian 
Mutiny, the Ashantee, Zulu and Transvaal campaigns. The 
great disasters by sea are marked by the funds which came into 
being after the wrecks of the Captain, Eurydice, Victoria, and 
other warships. The largest item in the list is the Transvaal War 
Fund, which in 1913 was £410,683. 


LIST OF BRITISH GOVERNMENT 
PUBLICATIONS 


(REcEIVED since JuLy 10TH, 1914.) 


The European War. 

GREAT BRITAIN AND THE EUROPEAN CRISIS: Correspon- 
dence and Statements in Parliament, together with an Intro- 
ductory Narrative of Events. H.M. Stationery Office. 1d. 
(Review, p. 1.) 

EUROPEAN CRISIS: Correspondence relating to the European 
Crisis. Mise. No. 6 (1914). Cd. 7467. 9d. (Review, p. 1.) 

RUPTURE OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH GERMANY : 


Despatch from His Majesty's Ambassador at Berlin. Misc. 
No. 8 (1914). Cd. 7445. 1d. (Review, p. 1.) 
RUPTURE OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH AUSTRIA- 


HUNGARY: Despatch from His Majesty's Ambassador at 
Vienna. Cd. 7596. Id. (Review, p. 1.) 
NAVAL AND MILITARY OPERATIONS: Expenditure arising out 
of War. Vote of Credit. H. of C. 416. $d. 
The sum voted was £100,000,000. 
NAVY: Supplementary Estimates, 1914-15. H. of C. 417. 4d. 
An additiona! number of 67,000 was voted, bringing up total to 
218,000. 
ARMY: Supplementary Estimates, 1914-15. H. 
H. of C. 464. $d. 
On August 5th was voted an addition of 500,000 to the strength 
on September Sth another 500,000, bringing up revised total to 1,136,400 


of C. 415. 4d 


men. 

MORATORIUM : Treasury Assistance to Banks and Discount Houses, 
Continuance of Moratorium, and Nature of Banking Facilities 
Available. H. of C.457. 1d. 

PREVENTION AND RELIEF OF DISTRESS: Memorandum on 
Steps taken for Prevention and Relief of Distress due to the 
War. Cd. 7603. 54d. (Review, p. 2. 

OVERSEA DOMINIONS: Correspondence regarding Naval and 
Military Assistance afforded to His Majesty's Government by 
the Oversea Dominions. Cd. 7607. 2d. 

Correspondence relating to gifts of Foodstuffs and other 
Supplies to His Majesty's Government irom the Oversea, 
Dominions and Colonies. Cd. 7608. 2}d. 

NAVY (Separation Allowances) : Separation Allowances to Wives and 


Children of Seamen, Marines and Reservists. Cd. 7619. 4d. 
(Review, p. 2.) 
ARMY : Increased Rates of Separation Allowance for Wives and 
Children of Soldiers. Cd. 7623. 4d. (Review, p. 2.) 
Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries. 
BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES: Report of 
Annual Meeting of Sea Fisheries Authorities. Cd. 7557. 3}d, 


BOARD OF AGRICULTURE FOR SCOTLAND : Report on Home 


Industries in the Highlands and Islands. Cd. 7564. 114d. 
(Review, p. 6.) 
BOARD OF AGRICULTURE FOR SCOTLAND: Return of 


Accounts, Agreements, Awards. H. of L. 190. 2)d. 


BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES: Imports and 
Exports of Corn, Live Stock, and other Produce for 1913. 
Cd. 7551. 5}d. (Review, p. 3.) 


IRISH LAND COMMISSION: Report for the year ending 
March 3st, 1914. Cd. 7575. 1s. 8d. 
IRISH LAND COMMISSION: Return of Proceedings during 


January, 1914. Cd. 7559. 24d. 
PO. caaes of Proceedings during February, 1914. 
2$d. 


BOARD OF AGRICULTURE FOR SCOTLAND: Supplementary 
Paper on Financial Position at March 3ist, 1918, of Estates 
under Management of Board. Cd.7515. 1d. 

EVICTIONS (IRELAND): Return of Eviction Notices during 
quarter ending June 30th, 1914. Cd. 7558. 4d. 

EVICTIONS (IRELAND) : Return of Evictions from Agricultural 
Holdings which have come to knowledge of Constabulary, and 
of Number of Tenancies determined in quarter ending June 30th, 
1914. Cd. 7471. 4d. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
STRUCTION FOR IRELAND: 
Live Stock, and other Agricultural Products. Cd. 7508. 1s. 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND TECHNICAL IN- 
STRUCTION FOR IRELAND: Abstracts of Acreage under 
Crops and Number and Descriptions of Live Stock in each 
County and Province, 1913-14. Cd. 7589. 2d. 


LAND COMMISSION: Return of Advances made under 
Irish Land Purchase Acts during July, 1913. Cd. 7414. 10d. 

Return of Advances during August, September, and October, 
1913. Cd. 7411. 7d. 

Return of Advances during November, 1913. 74d. 

Return of Advances during December, 1918. Cd. 7577. 6d. 

Return of Advances during January, 1914. Cd. 7586. 8d. 
WOODS, FORESTS, AND LAND REVENUES: Report of Com- 
missioners of His Majesty's Woods, Forests, and Land Revenues 
for year ending March 31st, 1914. H. of C. 311. 1s. 


BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES : Annual Report of 
Horticultural Branch for year 1913-14. Cd. 7605. 4}d. 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION : Report for year ending March 3ist, 

1914. H. of C. 441. 8d. ; 


Civil Services, Army, and Navy. 
CIVIL SERVICE: Supplementary Estimates for 1914-15. 
400. 4d. 
£45,600 for Scottish Land Court and Inland Revenue Department. 


Cd. 7590. 


AND TECHNICAL IN- 
Return of Prices of Crops, 


IRISH 


Cd. 7489. 


H. of C, 


CIVIL we. sia : Supplementary Estimates for 1914-15. H. of C. 
398. 24d. 
CIVIL SERVANTS: Total Amount in Estimates for 1913-14 in 


respect of Salaries and Allowances of Persons in Established 
Civil Service. H. of C. 391. 4d. 

The total amount provided for in the Estimates on account of salaries 
for persons in the Civil Service and Revenue Departments was 
-20,301,911. The Post Office, with £11,838,392, absorbs by far the 
largest share ; after that come the Customs and Excise Department 
with £1,695,038 and the Admiralty with £1,448,173. Of the rest the 
Inland Revenue and the Board of Trade alone exceed half a million 
pounds. 

CIVIL SERVANTS, Number of, in the Established Civil Service of 
the State on March 3ist, 1914, distinguishing those in each 
department of the Civil Service and Revenue Departments. 
H. of C. 390. 4d. 

On March 3ist, 1914, there were 167,628 persons in the established 

Civil Service of the State. By far the largest number, 123,668, were 

employed by the Post Office ; after that 10,948 by the Admiralty ; 

8,649 by the Customs and Excise ; 3,259 by the Inland Revenue ; 3,169 

by the Prison Commissioners ; 2,470 by the Board of Trade ; 1,577 by 

the Board of Education ; 1,415 by the War Office ; and 1,414 by the 

National Health Insurance Commission for England. In all of the 

other departments were considerably less than 1,000 employees. 

eae Serres COMMISSIONERS : Report for 1913. Cd. 7497. 
¥96da. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS (CONTRACTS): Return of all 
Contracts made in United Kingdom by Government Depart- 
ments in years ending March 31st, 1912, and March 81st, 1913, 


either with Contractors outside United Kingdom or with 
Contractors or Agents who obtain Articles from Abroad. H.of C. 


360. 1d. 
_ In the year 1912-13 there seems to have been a very considerable 
increase in the contracts by Government departments for manufactured 
— with contractors outside the United Kingdom or with con- 
ractors obtaining their articles from abroad. The Admiralty, ; for 


instance, spent £387,951 in this way as compared with £261,995 in the 
previous year, the War Office £448.535 as compared with £330,067 
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the Post Office £117,248 as compared with £71,713. Apart from 
£179,704 spent by the War Office on copper ingot, the largest individual 
order was one of £137,240 by the Admiralty for internal combustion 
engines. For some reason the Treasury has not considered it necessary 
to add up the expenditure of the various departments into one total. 
NAVAL EXPENDITURE (PRINCIPAL NAVAL POWERS): 
Return of Naval Expenditure of United Kingdom during each 
of last ten years, also similar information for the same period 
for each of the Principal Foreign Naval Powers. H. of C. 410. 
I}d. (Review, p. 10.) 
ARMY: Report of Advisory Board, London School of Economics, 
on Eighth Course for Training of Officers. Cd. 7442. 2d. 
SOLDIERS’ EMPLOYMENT : Return showing numbers in Govern- 
ment Departments of former Soldiers or Sailors holding posts 
as messengers, postmen, warders, porters, etc., and their 
relation to total numbers employed in such posts. H. of C. 
418. 4d. 

Out of a total number of 68,204 persons employed by Government 
departments on March 31st, 1914, as messengers, postmen, watchers, 
warders, attendants, porters, and other non-clerical posts, 21,451 or 
31:45 per cent. had had previous service in the Army or Navy. 


Education. 

EDUCATION : Building Regulations for Secondary 

Cd. 7535. 24d. 

BOARD OF EDUCATION: Regulations for Technical Schools, 
Schools of Art, ete. Cd. 7531. 2d. 

BOARD OF EDUCATION: Minute (July 17th, 1914) modifying 
Regulations applying to Schools for Blind, Deaf, Defective and 
Epileptic Children. Cd. 7532. 4d. 

BOARD OF EDUCATION: Regulations under which Grants to 
Schools for Mothers will be made. Cd. 7534. 4d. 

PHYSICAL TRAINING : Memorandum on Gymnasium Equipment 
H.M. Stationery Office. 2d. 


SECONDARY SCHOOLS : Memoranda on Teaching and Organisa- 
tion. H.M. Stationery Office. 2d. 

DENTAL CERTIFICATES : Report of Departmental Committee on 
Acceptance by Board of Education of Dental Certificates from 
Unregistered Practitioners. Cd.7588. 1d. 


EDUCATION (SCOTLAND): Regulations for Primary Education, 
Training and Certification of Teachers. Cd. 7521. 3d. 

UNIVERSITIES (SCOTLAND): Regulations for Examinations at 
University of Aberdeen. H. of C. 312. 4d. 

EDUCATION (IRELAND): Third Report of Viccregal Committee 
into Primary Education (Ireland). Cd. 7479. $d. Appendix 
to Third Report of Viceregal Committee ; Minutes of Evidence, 
June 26th-Sept. 17th, 1918. Cd. 7480. 3s. 11d. 

EDUCATION (IRELAND) : Report of Intermediate Education Board 
for 19138. Cd.7555. 3d. 

REFORMATORY AND INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS (IRELAND): 
Report of the Chief Inspector for 1913. Cd. 7554. 6d. 

IMPERIAL EDUCATION CONFERENCE PAPERS : (1) Conditions 
of Recognition, Classification, and Payment of Teachers in 
Self-governing Dominions. 8. Canada (Saskatchewan): H.M. 
Stationery Office, 4d. 11. Australia (New South Wales): 
H.M. Stationery Office, 8d. Australia (Queensland): H.M. 
Stationery Office, 4d. 17. New Zealand: H.M. Stationery 
Office, 6d. 18. South Africa (Cape): H.M. Svationery Office, 
6d. 19. South Africa (Natal): H.M. Stationery Office, 6d. 


Imperial and Foreign Affairs. 

'Y SERIES: No. 10 (1914), Arrangement between United 
Kingdom and Honduras, referring to Arbitration Matters 
relating to the Masica Incident. Cd. 7465. 43d. 

No. 11 (1914), Additional Protocol to International Copyright 
Convention of November 13th, 1908. Cd. 7613. 4d. 

No. 12 (1914), Additional Protocol to Treaty of Extradition 
between Great Britain and Guatemala, signed May 30th, 1914. 
Cd. 7625. 43d. 

GERMANY : German Organisation for Influencing the Press of Other 
Countries (Despatches from Ambassador at Berlin). Miscel- 
laneous : No. 9 (1914). Cd. 7595. 4d. 

MEXICO : Oil Properties and Mining Rights in Mexico. Exchange of 
Notes between Ambassador at Washington and United States 
Government. United States: No. 1 (1914). Cd. 7463. 1d. 

MEXICO : Oil Properties in Mexico. Notes exchanged with Nether- 
lands Minister. Miscellaneous : No. 7 (1914). Cd. 7468. 4d. 

TASMANIA : Correspondence relating to Recent Political Crisis in 
Tasmania. Cd. 7506. 1d. (Review, p. 10.) 

SOUTHERN RHODESIA : Papers relating to Reference to Judicial 
Committee of Privy Council of Question of Ownership of Land 
in Southern Rhodesia. Cd. 7509. id. 


SOMALILAND: Further Correspondence relating to Affairs in 
Somaliland. Cd. 7566. 3}d. (Review, p. 9.) 


BOARD OF 
Schools. 


TREATY 


S UTH AFRICA: Correspondence relating to Natives’ Land Act, 
1913. Cd. 7508. 


3d. 


DOMINIONS : No. 10, Report for 1913-14 relating to Self-governing 
Dominions. Cd. 7507. 9d. (To be reviewed.) 


DOMINIONS ROYAL COMMISSION: Royal Commission on 
Natural Resources, Trade and Legislation of Certain Portions 

of His Majesty’s Dominions, Evidence taken in January, 1914, 

and Papers laid before Commission. Cd. 7351. 1s. 11d. hg? 

Third Interim Report of Royal Commission on Natural 
Resources, Trade and Legislation of Certain Portions of His 


Majesty’s Dominions. Cd.7505. 9d. (To be reviewed.) 
CROWN AGENT FOR COLONIES: Accounts of Crown Agents’ 


Office Funds for 1913. Cd. 7510. 14d. 

STATISTICAL ABSTRACT FOR FOREIGN COUNTRIES: 
Statistical Abstract for Principal and Other Foreign Countries 
in each year from 1901-12. Cd.7525. 2s. 2d. 

BELGIAN NATIONALITY LAW, MAY 26ru, 1914: Miscellaneous : 
No. 4 (1914). Cd. 7464. 4d. 

SLEEPING SICKNESS: Minutes of Evidence before Departmental 
Committee on Sleeping Sickness. Cd. 7350. 2s. 8d. 


Colonial Reports. 

ANNUAL SERIES: 799, St. Helena, Cd. 7050-40, 2d.; 800, Turks 
and Caicos Islands, Cd. 7050-41, 14d.; 801, Seychelles, Cd. 
7050— , 14d.; 802, Ceylon, Cd. 7050-43, 3}d. ; 803, Bermuda, 
Cd. 7050—44, 1}d.; 805, Gambia, Cd. 7050-46, 14d. ; 806, Gold 
Coast, Cd. 7050-47, 3d. ; 807, Gold Coast (Northern Territories), 
Cd. 7050-48, 2}d. 

NIGERIA : Mineral Survey of Southern Nigeria, 1913. 
No. 89. Cd. 7567. 1d. 


Miscellaneous : 


India. 


EDUCATION IN INDIA, 1907-12: Vol. I. of 
Quinquennial Report. Cd. 7485. 4s. 5d. Vol. II., Appendices 
and Tables. Cd. 7486. 2s. 7d. (To be Reviewed.) 

EAST INDIA (SANITARY): Proceedings of Third All-India Sani- 
tary Conference in January, 1914, and Resolution of the Indian 
Government on Sanitation. Cd. 7540. 2s. 3d. 

EAST INDIA (SANITARY MEASURES): Report on Sanitary 
Measures in 1912-13. Cd. 7519. 114d. 

EAST INDIA (ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES, 1914-15): Ex- 
planatory Memorandum. Cd. 7339. 3d. 

This is the White Paper issued every vear preparatory to the debate 
on the Indian Budget in the House of Commons—an annual event 
which the outbreak of war made impossible this year. It gives the 
gross revenue for 1914-15 as £85,079,400, showing a surplus of 1} 
millions. 

EAST INDIA (EXCISE): Correspondence regarding Indian Excise 
Administration. Cd. 7524. 2d. 

EAST INDIA (MEDICAL) : Correspondence regarding Indian Medical 
Service and Medical Profession in India. Cd. 7547. 24d. 

EAST INDIA (PRESS ACT) : Return showing action taken by Local 
Governments and Administrations under the Indian Press Act 
(1910) since passing of Act. H. of C. 349. 14d. 

EAST INDIA (RAILWAYS AND IRRIGATION WORKS): Return 
showing Estimated Position as regards Capital Expenditure of 
Railways and Irrigation Works under Construction and Pro- 
posed Expenditure during 1914-15. H. of C. 318. 1d. 

EAST INDIA (LOANS): Return of all Loans raised in India out- 
standing March 3ist, 1914, stating Rates of Interest and Total 
Amount payable thereon, Date of Termination, ete. H. of C. 
289. 4d. 

STATEMENT EXHIBITING THE MORAL AND MATERIAL 
PROGRESS AND CONDITION OF INDIA during the year 
1912-13. H.of C. 288. 1s. 3d. (To be Reviewed.) 

TABLES RELATING TO THE TRADE OF BRITISH INDIA 
WITH BRITISH POSSESSIONS AND FOREIGN COUN- 
TRIES, 1908-9 to 1912-13. Cd. 7550. 1s. 7d. 

INDIAN FINANCIAL STATEMENT AND BUDGET FOR 1914-15, 
and Report of the Discussion in the Viceroy’s Legislativ, 
Council. H. of C. 232. 2s. 10d. 

See also Trade and Navigation. 


PROGRESS OF 





Labour and Industrial Regulation. 


NATIONAL INSURANCE ACT, 1911 (PART II.): Unemployment 
Insurance. Decisions given by Umpire respecting Claims to 
Benefit. Vol. I., Nos. 1-500, up to March 19th, 1914. H.M. 
Stationery Office. Is. 3d. (Review, p. 7.) 

RAILWAY SERVANTS (HOURS OF LABOUR): Return of Railway 
Servants during March, 1914, on Duty for more than Twelve 
Hours at a time, or who after being on Duty for more than 
Twelve Hours were allowed to resume work with less than 
Nine Hours’ Rest. Cd. 7522. 3d. 

Report by Board of Trade on Proceedings under The Railway 
Regulation Act, 1893, for year ending July 27th, 1914. H. of 
C. 442. 4d. 
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POST OFFICE: Annual Report of Standing Committee on Boy 
Labour in the Post Office. Cd. 7556. 3d. (To be reviewed.) 


TRADE BOARDS : Report and Special Report from Select Committee 
Trade Boards 


on Act Provisional Order Bill ; of 
Committee, Evidence, Appendix. H. of C. 817. 1s. 7d. 
(Review, p. 9.) 


INDUSTRIAL DIRECTORY OF THE UNITED KINGDOM for 
1914. Cd. 7483. 1s. 3d. 


MINES AND QUARRIES : Reports of Inspectors for 1913 : Northern 
Division (No. 2), Cd. 7439-I., 8d. Midland and Southern 
Division (No. 6), Cd. 7439-VI., 83d. (Review, p. 10.) 

HUMIDITY AND VENTILATION IN FLAX MILLS AND LINEN 
FACTORIES : Report of Departmental Committee. Cd. 7433. 
lld. (To be Reviewed.) 


FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS: Corrections to Annual Report 
for 1918. (Cd. 7491. See Bive Boox SuppLeMent, July 18th, 
1914.) 


HANDBOOKS ON YORKSHIRE TRADES: Prepared for use of 
Advisory Committees for Juvenile Employment. Textile 
Trades, Halifax : H.M. Stationery Office, No Price. Textile 
Trades, Batley and Dewsbury : H.M. Stationery Office, No Price. 
Textile Trades, Leeds: H.M. Stationery Office, No Price. 
Textile Trades, Huddersfield : H.M. Stationery Office, No Price. 
Engineering Trades, Leeds, Halifax, Dewsbury, and Hudders- 
field : H.M. Stationery Office, No Price. 

HANDBOOKS ON LONDON TRADES : Prepared for use of Advisory 
Committees for Juvenile Employment. Chemical and Allied 
Trades: H.M. Stationery Office, 2d. Precious Metal, In- 
strument Making, and Sports Trades: H.M. Stationery Office, 
2d. 


REPORT ON BIRMINGHAM TRADES: Prepared for use in con- 
nection with Juvenile Employment Exchange. Brass Trade. 
H.M. Stationery Office. No Price. 

ALKALI, ETC., WORKS: Annual Report by Chief Inspector for 
1913. H. of C. 369. 7}d. 

BOILER EXPLOSIONS: Report on the Working of the Boiler 
Explosion Acts, 1882 and 1890. Cd. 7618. 2}d. 


Local Government. 


LOCAL TAXATION: Annual Returns for Year 1912-13. Part I. 
Valuation, Accounts of Overseers of Poor, Boards of Guardians, 
Managers of Poor Law School Districts, and Joint Committees 


of Boards of Guardians. H. of C. 396. 10d. 
Annual Returns for 1912-13. Part V. Accounts of Councils 
of Boroughs and Urban District Councils. H.of C.396-IV. 3s. 


Annual Returns for Year 1912-13. Part VI. Accounts of 
Burial Boards, Harbour, etc., Authorities, Port Sanitary 
Authorities, Commissioners of Sewage, etc., Distress Committees, 
Joint Boards. H. of C. 396-V. 1s. 3d. (To be reviewed.) 

LOCAL TAXATION (SCOTLAND): Annual Returns. H. of C. 423. 

2s. 6d. 

Return of principal statutory provisions affecting Payments 
Into and Out of Local Taxation, and Amount of Payments for 
1913-14. Cd. 7543. 14d. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT (IRELAND): Annual Report of Local 
Government Board for Ireland for year ending March 31st, 
1914. Cd. 7561, 1s. 9d. 


LONDON (EQUALISATION OF RATES): Return for 1913-14 
showing amounts paid out of Equalisation Fund to Councils of 
Metropolitan Boroughs; Expenses incurred by Councils to 
whom such payments were made ; 3, Amounts expended by 
Councils from such sums received. H. of C. 462. 4d. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD: Supplement to Annual Report 
containing Third Report on Infant Mortality ; Infant Mortality 
in Lancashire. Cd. 7511. 1s. 2}$d. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD REPORTS ON PUBLIC HEALTH 
AND MEDICAL SUBJECTS: No. 98. Dr. H. A. Macewen’s 
Report on Prevalence of Poliomyelitis in certain Districts of 
Lancashire and Westmoreland, 1913. H.M. Stationery Office. 
8d. 


PAUPERISM (ENGLAND AND WALES): Half-yearly Statement for 


January Ist, 1914. H. of C. 278. 
Statement for June. H. of C.111-V. 14d. 
Statement for July. H. of C. 111-VI. Id. (Review, p. 8.) 


ROAD IMPROVEMENT FUND : Account of Receipts and Payments 
for 1913-14. H. of C. 384. 1d. 


CHAMBER OF LONDON : Accounts of the Chamberlain of London 
for years ending December 31st, 1913, and March 31st, 1914. 

H. of C. 392. 14d. 
LOCAL LEGISLATION : Special Report from Select Committee on 
Legislation, together with Proceedings. H.ofC.482. 6d. 
Several important points came up during the consideration of the 
24 Bills brought up before the Committee. The demand of the London 
County Council for powers to deal with cinematographs, celluloid, 
ete., was referred to a Select Committee with recommendations for 
genc ral legislation on the subject. Powers were granted for the regu- 





lation of lying-in homes and nursing establishments. In a Bill of the 
Sheffield Corporation for _ ers to run motor omnibuses outside their 
area there came up the cult question of special charges on muni- 
cipalities for the upkeep of roads, not iupendl on private enterprises. 
The Committee again recommended the consolidation by munici- 
palities of their many scattered Bills. 


National Health Insurance. 


NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE BENEFITS: Return showing 
approximately number of Insured Persons who received each 
week Medical Benefit, Sickness Benefit, Maternity Benefit, and 
Sanatorium Benefit; Average Weekly Cost of each Benefit ; 


Average Cost of each Benefit for Period ending Jan llth, 
1914 ; Number of Insured Persons receiving one or more Benefits 
in Period ending January llth, 1914. H. of C. 865. 4d. 


(Review, p. 10.) 


NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE RECEIPTS: Return showing 
for Period January 13th, 1913, to January 11th, 1914, and for 
Period December 16th, 1911 (date of National Insurance Act, 
1911), to January 12th, 1913, Receipts from Stamps in connection 
with National Health Insurance ; Aggregate Expenses in con- 
nection with National Health Insurance (Fees, Salaries, Postage, 
Printing, Travelling, Rent, Rates, Taxes and other outgoings 
in nature of expenses) ; Sums voted by Parliament in respect of 
Benefits under Part I. of National Insurance Act, 1911, and 
National Insurance Act, 1913. H. of C. 364. 4d. (Review, 


p. 10.) 
Police, Law, and Crime. 


PROSECUTION OF OFFENCES ACTS: Return showing working 
of Regulations for carrying out Prosecution of Offences Acts, 
1879, 1884, and 1908, for 1913. H. of C. 294. 64d. 

During 1913 there was a total of 2,045 cases dealt with by the 
Director of Public Prosecutions, as compared with 1,997 the year before. 
Cases undertaken by himself were 503 (558 in 1913). There were 148 
applications to allow prisoners to be charged as habitual criminals 
under the Prevention of Crimes Act, 1908, and as a result 67 accused 
were convicted both of the offence charged and of being habitual 
criminals. Under the Money Lenders Act 14 persons were charged. 
Under the Punishment of Incest Act, 1908, there were applications 
in 133 cases. In 55 cases alone were proceedings taken, the number 
of convictions being 38. There were 123 charges under the Coinage 
Offence Act. 


INCLOSURE ACTS: 
the Inclosure of Commons or Waste Land. 

COUNTY COURTS : 
H. of C. 402. 1s. 4d. 

SUPREME COURT OF JUDICATURE: Accounts for 1913-14, 
together with Accounts of National Debt Commissioners. 
H. of C. 412. 7d. 

LICENSING STATISTICS : Statistics as to Operation and Adminis- 
tration of Licensing Laws for 1913. Cd. 7529. Is. 11d. 
(To be Reviewed.) 

JUDICIAL STATISTICS (IRELAND) : 
Proceedings. Cd. 7536. 9d. 

COUNTY OFFICERS AND COURTS (IRELAND) : 
Payments for 1913-14. H. of C. 409. 4d. 


ROYAL IRISH CONSTABULARY : Report on Assets and Liabilities 
of Benefit Branch of Royal Irish Constabulary Force Fund. 
Cd. 7549. 24d. 
“ The results,” says the actuary appointed to make this investigation, 
** emphasise the fact . . . that it is rarely safe to estimate the liabilities 
of such funds by statistics reiating to any general body, and they 
further confirm what is already generally recognised, that any body 
of persons who have an assured pension commencing after a reasonable 
term of active service are subject to very low rates of mortality.” 


FINES (IRELAND): Abstract of Fines accounted for - Registrar 
of Petty Sessions Clerks for 1912. H. of C. 252. 


DOGS’ REGULATION (IRELAND) ACT : 
for 1913. H. of C. 253. 1d. 


MERCHANT SHIPPING ACTS: Report of Cases during 1913-14 
in which Dispensing Powers under Act of 1906 have been 
exercised. H. of C. 329. 4d. 

The value of this paper is much reduced owing to the fact that the 
sections of the Merchant Shipping Acts from which exemptions in 
these 13 cases were granted are not reproduced. 

COMPANIES (CONSOLIDATION) ACT: Receipts and Expenditure 
for 1913-14 on account of Proceedings in connection with 
Winding-up of Companies. H. of C. 196. 4d. 

DEATH SENTENCES (CROWN COLONIES, ETC.): Return 
showing number of Death Sentences and Executions in British 
Crown and other Colonies and Protectorates for 1913, with 
Populations of such Colonies and Dependencies. H. of C. 334 


Return in Chronological Order of all Acts for 
H. of C. 399. 9d. 


Return of Plaints and Sittings for 1918. 


Statistics relating to Civil 


Receipts and. 


Receipts and ~ 


This small Return, giving the number of death sentences, the number 
of executions, and the population for each Crown Colony, would, if it 
serves any useful purpose, be improved by a fourth column giving the 
proportion in each case of executions to total population. 
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GENERAL PRISONS BOARD (IRELAND): Report for 1913-1914. 
Cd. 7469. 34d. 

There was a reduction of the numbers in custody in Irish prisons from 
29,281 in 1912 to 25,251 in the following year. The Report, which 
deals with 22 prisons and bridewells, a Borstal Institution, and the 
State Inebriate Reformatory at Ennis, is rather clumsily arranged, 
but is well and sympathetically written. In an appendix is an interest- 
ing series of “‘ cases’ from the State Inebriate Reformatory, giving 
notes on the patients’ lives before and after treatment. Unfortunately, 
it is impossible to judge how far the cases have been specially selected. 
DUBLIN METROPOLITAN POLICE: Statistical Tables for 1913. 

Cd. 7587. 44d. 


Population Statistics. 


PASSENGER MOVEMENTS FROM AND TO THE UNITED 
KINGDOM : Return for June, Cd. 7285-V., $d. Return for 
July, Cd. 7285-VI., $d. Return for August, Cd. 7285—VII., 4d. 

The August Returns of passenger movements show very clearly the 
effects of the war. The total number of passengers leaving England 
was 102,457, as compared with 291,306 a year ago; of those arriving 
130,561 as compared with 257,246. The fall in passengers to the 
Continent is especially marked, the total being 46,670, whereas it was 
217,770 for the corresponding period a month ago. 

ALIENS: Return of Alien Passenger Traffic for Quarter ending 
June 80th, 1914, together with number of Expulsion Orders 
for that Period. Cd. 7548. 14d. 

The total number of aliens refused leave to land in England during 
the first half of 1914 was 639, as compared with 587 in the correspond- 
ing six months of the year before. For the second quarter of the year 
there were 106 expulsion orders, as compared with 82 in April, May, 
and June of 1913. 

IRELAND: Report of Registrar-General for Ireland, containing a 
General Abstract of Marriages, Births, and Deaths registered in 
Ireland during 1913. Cd. 7528. 1s. 11d. 


Public Health. 


LUNACY: Report for 1913 of Commissioners in Lunacy. 
H. of C. 264. 7d. (Review, p. 7.) 

LUNACY (IRELAND): Report for 1913 of Inspectors of Lunatics 
(Ireland). Cd. 7527. 1s. (Review, p. 7.) 

PATENT MEDICINES: Report from Select Committee for Patent 


Part I. 


Medicines. H. of C. 414. 3d. 
DUBLIN HOSPITALS: Report of Board of Superintendence for 
1913-14. Cd. 7576. 3d. (Review, p. 10.) 


Taxation and Finance. 


FINANCE ACCOUNTS OF UNITED KINGDOM: Year ending 
March Slst, 1914. H. of C. 297. 54d. 


IMPERIAL REVENUE: Collection and Expenditure for Great 


Britain and Ireland for year ending March 31st, 1914. H. of C. 
386. 24d. 
REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE (ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, 


AND IRELAND): Amounts contributed by England, Scotland, 
and Ireland respectively ; Expenditure on English, Scotch, and 
Irish Services out of such Revenue; Balances contributed 
available for Imperial Expenditure. H. of C. 387. 2d. 


POST OFFICE SAVINGS BANKS: Account of Deposits received 
and paid during 1913, with Statement of Liabilities and nature 
and amount of Securities held. H. of C. 309. 4d. 

During the year 1913 the Post Office Savings Banks received in 
deposits £51,165,623. This with balance brought forward and interest 
for the year makes a total deposit account of £237,645,574. Repay- 
ments, including warrants issued but not cashed at date, were 
£50,397,407. Charges and expenses for the year were £652,423. Of 
the securities held agairst liabilities one-third were in Consols, the 
rest in bills, bonds and annuities, all of the British Government, except 
certain holdings of Transvaal and Mauritius stock and of Egyptian and 
Greek guaranteed bonds. 

TRUSTEE SAVINGS BANKS: Return for year ending November 
26th, 1913, showing number of Banks, Accounts, Amount 
owing to Depositors, Amount invested, Surplus Fund, Total 
Assets, Total Number of Depositors, ete. H. of C. 847. 2d. 

On November 20th, 1913, there were 1,912,820 depositors in Trustee 
Savings Banks in the United Kingdom, and 4,193,486 deposits. The 
average amount of each deposit account was £28 7s. 4d. The total 
assets at that date of the Trustee Savings Banks were £55,798,140, 
the total amount owing to depositors £54,258,861, the total amount 
invested with the Commissioners for the Reduction of the National 
Debt, £53,948,249. The average rate of interest paid was £2 10s. 
SAVINGS BANKS AND FRIENDLY SOCIETIES: Account for 

1913 of Post Office Savings Banks Fund, Savings Banks Fund, 
and Friendly Societies Fund. H. of C. 310. 4d. 

PUBLIC WORKS LOANS: Particulars of Loans of which Balances 
Outstanding are proposed to be remitted or written off from 
Assets of Local Loans Fund. H. of C. 411. 1d. 


PUBLIC WORKS LOAN BOARD: Annual Report for 1913-14. 
H. of C. 298. Is. 

ROYAL PATRIOTIC FUND CORPORATION: Annual Report 

84d. 


for 1913. Cd. 7470. (Review, p. 11.) 


LAND REGISTRY : Report of Registrar for 1913. Cd. 7457. 14d. 
Account of Receipts and Payments for year ending March 3ist, 
1914. H.of C.195. 4d. 

ISLE OF MAN: Account of Revenue and Expenditure in Respect 
of Customs, and Accounts of Accumulated Fund and of Pas- 
senger Tax and Harbour Dues. H. of C. 299. 1d. 


ESTIMATES : Report from Select Committee on Estimates, with 
Proceedings, Minutes of Evidence, and Appendices. H. of C. 
429. 2s. 9d. 
The Committee explain that the session has been devoted to a 
detailed examination of the Army Estimates, and that at present 
they cannot usefully enter into a detailed report. 


Trade and Commerce. 


BANKRUPTCY: Annual Report of Board of Trade. 
74d. 

BANKRUPTCY: Receipts and Expenditure on account of Bank- 
ruptcy Proceedings, 1913-14. H. of C. 197. 4d. 


ANNUAL STATEMENT OF TRADE OF UNITED KINGDOM 
WITH FOREIGN COUNTRIES AND BRITISH POSSES- 
SIONS, 1913: Compared with the Four Preceding Years. 
Vol. Il. Cd. 7585. 4s. 1d. (Review, p. 5.) 


TRADE OF AUSTRALIA: Report to the Board of Trade on the 
Trade of Australia for 1913. Cd. 7533. 24d. 


TRADE OF EAST INDIA: Trade of British India with British 
Possessions and Foreign Countries, 1908-9 to 1912-13, 
Cd. 7550. 1s. 7d. 


SHORT WEIGHT: Report of Select Committee; Proceedings, 
Minutes of Evidence, Appendices. H. of C. 359. Is. 6d. 
(Review, p. 9.) 

TRADE AND NAVIGATION: Accounts for United Kingdom for 
each Month during 1914. 

July, 1914. H. of C. 88-VI. 1s. 6d. 
August, 1914. H. of C. 88-VII. 1s. 6d. (Review, p. 5.) 


TRADE AND COMMERCE OF CERTAIN FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
AND BRITISH POSSESSIONS: Accounts including figures 
received up to July 15th, 1914. H. of C. 126—-V. 5d. (Review, 


p. 5.) 
Diplomatic and Consular Reports. 

ANNUAL SERIES: 5323, France (New Caledonia), Cd. 7048-140 
34d. ; 5324, France (Lyons), Cd. 7048-141, 43d. ; 5325, Nether, 
lands (Netherlands East Indies), Cd. 7048-142, 3}d.; 5326, 
Roumania, Cd. 7048-143, 34d. ; 5327, Spain (Gulf of Guinea), 
Cd. 7048-144, 1d. ; 5328, Russia (Foreign Trade, St. Petersburg), 
Cd. 7048-145, 6d. ; 5329, Russia (Warsaw), Cd. 7048-146, 24d. ; 
5330, Italy (Sicily), Cd. 7048-147, 34d.; 5331, United States 
(San Francisco), Cd. 7048-148, 24d. 5332, United States (New 
York), Cd. 7048-149, 3d.; 5333, United States (Savannah), 
Cd. 7048-150, 34d. ; 5334, Japan (Dairen), Cd. 7048-151, 34d. ; 
5335, China (Amoy), Cd. 7048-152, $d.; 5336, Netherlands 
(Finances), Cd. 7048-153, 1d.; 5337, Japan (Hakodate), Cd. 
7048-154, 2d. ; 5338, Panama, Cd. 7048-155, 24d. ; 5339, Turkey 
(Jerusalem), Cd. 7048-156, 2d. ; 5340, Spain (Seville), Cd. 7048— 
157, 24d. ; 5341, China (Tsinan, etec.), Cd. 7048-158, 1d. ; 5342, 
China (Wuhu), Cd. 7048-159, 34d.; 5343, China (Ningpo), 
Cd. 7048-160, 34d. ; 5344, China (Tientsin), Cd. 7048-161, 34d. ; 
5345, Corea, Cd. 7048-162, 2d.; 5346, Austria-Hungary (Hun- 
gary), Cd. 7048-163, 2d.; 5347, United States (Boston), Cd. 
7048-164, 3d.; 5348, China (Nanking), Cd. 7048-165, 14d. ; 
5349, China (Canton), Cd. 7048-166, 1d. ; 5350, Italy (Genoa), 
Cd. 7048-167, 3d.; 5351, United States (Philippines), Cd. 
7048-168, 2}d. ; 5352, Germany (South-West Africa), Cd. 7048— 
169, 3d.; 5353, Portugal (Lisbon), Cd. 7048-170, 3d.; 5354, 
Russia (Finland), Cd. 7048-171, 4d. ; 5355, Egypt (Alexandria), 
Cd. 7048-172, 4d.; 5356, Portugal (Madeira), Cd. 7048-173, 
1}d.; 5358, Venezuela (Caracas), Cd. 7048-175, 2}d.; 5359, 
China (Shasi), Cd. 7048-176, 1}d.; 5360, Venezuela (Ciudad 
Bolivar), Cd. 7048-177, 1d.; 5361, Germany (Mannheim), Cd. 
7048-178, 1d.; 5362, France (Havre), Cd. 7048-179, 14d.; 
5363, Costa Rica, Cd. 7048-180, 14d.; 5364, France (Calais), 
Cd. 7048-181, 14d.; 5365, Mexico (Vera Cruz), Cd. 7048-182, 
1}d.; 5366, Portugal (Oporto), Cd. 7048-183, 14d.; 5367, 
Mexico (Progreso), Cd. 7048-184, 4$d.; 5368, Italy (Rome), 
Cd. 7048-185, 14d. ; 5369, Turkey (Basra), Cd. 7048-186, 2d 
5370, Turkey (Erzeroum), Cd. 7048-187, 1d.; 5371, France 
(Pondicherry and Karikal), Cd. 7048-188, 1d.; 5372, China 
(Pakhoi), Cd. 7048-189, 14d. ; 5373, China (Chefoo), Cd. 7048- 
190, 14d. ; 5374, Turkey (Constantinople), Cd. 7048-191, 14d. ; 
5875, Italy (Brindisi), Cd. 7048-192, 24d. ; 5376, China (Shanghai), 
Cd. 7048-193, 2d.; 5377, France (Marseilles), Cd. 7048-194, 
34d. ; 5378, China (Chungking), Cd. 7048-195, 2d.; 5379, Ger- 
many (Trade; Diisseldorf), Cd. 7048-196, 24d.; 5380, Brazil 
(Para), Cd. 7048-197, 2d. ; 58381, Germany (Stettin), Cd. 7048— 
198, 24d. ; 5882, Denmark (Faroe Islands, Iceland), Cd. 7048— 
199, 2$d.; 5383, Turkey (Aleppo), Cd. 7048-200, 2d.; 5384, 
France (Society Islands), Cd. 7048-201, 14d. ; 5385, Portugal 
(Lorenzo Marques), Cd. 7048-202, 34d. ; 5387, Japan (Osaka), 
Cd. 7048-204, 2d. ; 5388, China (Mengtsz), Cd. 7048-205, 14d. ; 
5889, China (Teng Yueh), Cd. 7048-206, $d.; 5390, Japan 
(Trade), Cd. 7048-207, 5d. (Review, p. 8.) 


H. of C. 413. 
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Transport and Traffic. 


SUEZ CANAL: Returns of = es and Tonnage. Commercial 
No. I. (1914). Cd. 7466. 5 

The net tonnage for the canal during 1913 showed a decrease of 
241,236 tons as compared with the previous year. Through this and 
through the reduction of transit dues to 6.25 fr. per ton from January Ist, 
1913, gross receipts fell from 136,423,831 fr. in 1912 to 126,650,934 fr. 
in 1913. The number of vessels passing through the canal was 5,085 
as compared with 5,373 a year ago. The percentage of British ships 
and their net tonnage was 58 per cent. and 60-2 per cent. respectively ; 
of German ships and net tonnage, 15°3 per cent. and 16°7 per cent. 
respectively. The mean duration of passage for all vessels was 
16 hours 19 mins. The shadow cast by the opening of the Panama 
Canal is seen by the fact that traffic with the American Pacific coast 
more than doubled, evidently from the desire to create traffic in this 
season in anticipation of the opening of the canal. 


CALEDONIAN CANAL: Report of Commissioners. H. of C. 363. 
2d. 


PORT OF LONDON AUTHORITY : Report for year ending March 
8ist, 1914. H. of C, 422. 2}d. 


RAILWAY RETURNS: Return of Railways of United Kingdom 
for 1913 (Preliminary Statement). Cd. 7518. 4d. 


TRAMWAY ORDERS : Report of Proceedings under Tramways Act 
during 1914. Cd. 7517. 4d. 


WEST INDIA AND PANAMA TELEGRAPH COMPANY : 
Agreement between United Kingdom, Canada, Crown Agent 
for Colonies and West India and Panama Telegraph Co. for 
reduction of rates for telegrams. H. of C. 447. 14d. 


INSURANCE OF BRITISH SHIPPING IN TIME OF WAR 
Report of Sub-Committee of Committee of Imperial Defence. 
Cd. 7560. 2}d. 


RAILWAY ACCIDENTS: Summary of Accidents and Casualties 

during Quarter ending March 31st, 1914. Cd. 7584. 9d. 
General Report on Railway Accidents in United Kingdom 

during 1918. Cd.7591. 24d. (Review, p. 10.) 

LIGHT RAILWAYS : Order of Light Railway Commissioners author- 
ising Abandonment of Part of the Light Railways authorised 
by the County of Hertford Light Railways (No. 1) Order, 1904, 
and of the Light Railway authorised by the County of Hereford 
Light Railways Order, 1908. Cd. 7284. 1d. 


LIGHT RAILWAYS: Order of Light Railway Commissioners author- 
ising Corporation of West Hartlepool to borrow Money for 
purchasing Light Railways authorised by West Hartlepool 
Light Railways Order, 1897, and by West Hartlepool Light 
Railway Order, 1901. Cd. 7249. 14d. 

COLLISION : Report of Commission of Inquiry into the Casualty to 
the Empress of Ireland on May 29th, 1914. Cd. 7609. 3d. 

The responsibility for the collision between the Empress of Ireland 
and the Norwegian steamer Storstad was attributed by the Commission 
to the Storstad. The suggestion made by the Commission for the 
prevention of similar disasters were : (1) the closing down of water- 
tight doors and portholes below top of watertight bulkheads 
during foggy weather; (2) the provision if possible of rafts on 
the upper deck, so that they would float automatically as a 
vessel sank ; (3) without attributing the disaster to the navigation 
arrangements for the St. Lawrence, the Commission suggests that 
arrangements be made for the picking up and dropping of pilots at 
different points, so that incoming and outgoing vessels might not need 
to cross one another. 

MERCHANT SHIPPING: Return of all British and Foreign Ships 
ordered by Board of Trade, from July Ist, 1913, to June 30th, 
1914, to be provisionally detained as unsafe. Cd. 7617. 1d. 

Between July Ist, 1913, and June 30th, 1914, there were 66 cases 
reported of overloading, improper loading, or undermanning, all by 
Government officers ; in each instance the ship was found unsafe. 
There were only four cases of defects in hull, equipment or machinery 
decided on under the Act. 


Miscellaneous. 

BRITISH MUSEUM: Return for year ending March 3ist, 1914. 
H. of C. 186. 1s. 

NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY : Annual Report of the Trustees, 
1913-14. Cd. 7301. 14d. 

NATIONAL PHYSICAL LABORATORY: Return of Accounts, 
1913-14. H.ofC.371. 24d. 

GREENWICH HOSPITAL AND TRAVERS FOUNDATION : 
— of Income and Expenditure for 1914-15. H. of C. 372. 
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GREENWICH OBSERVATORY: Report of Astronomer Royal to 
Board of Visitors. Cd. 7504. 2d. 

GOVERNMENT LABORATORY : Report of Government Chemist, 
1913-14. Cd. 7562. 3d. 

METEOROLOGICAL COMMITTEE: Annual Report, 1913-14. 
Cd. 7530. 4d. 

ROYAL COMMISSION ON PUBLIC RECORDS IN ENGLAND 
AND WALES: Second Report. Cd. 7544. 94d. 

Appendices to Second Report. Cd. 7545. 2s. 10d. 

: — of Evidence and Index to Second Report. Cd. 7546. 
8s. 1d. 


ROYAL COMMISSION ON ANCIENT MONUMENTS IN WALES 
AND MONMOUTHSHIRE: Report for 19138. Cd. 7553. 1d. 
PUBLIC RECORDS (IRELAND): Annual Report of Deputy Keeper. 

Cd. 7456. 14d. 

EXPERIMENTS ON LIVING ANIMALS: Return showing number 
and nature of Experiments on Living Animals for 1913. H. of C. 
370. 74d. 

HISTORICAL MANUSCRIPTS COMMISSION: Report on the 
Laing Manuscripts in the University of Edinburgh. Vol. I. 
Cd. 6905. 2s. 6d. 

CHARITABLE DONATIONS (IRELAND): Annual Report for 1913 
of Commissioners of Charitable Donations and Bequests for 
Ireland. Cd. 7552. 2d. 

CHURCH IN WALES: First Report from Select Committee of House 
of Lords on the Church in Wales; Proceedings, Minutes, and 
Evidence. H. of L. 238. 1s. 5d. 

Contains the evidence of Sir Lewis Dibdin, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, the Deans of Wells and Durham, Lord Parmoor, and 
others. 

PUBLICATIONS AND DEBATES REPORTS: Repv.« from Select 
Committee on Publications and Debates’ Reports, with Pro- 
ceedings, Evidence and Appendices. H. of C. 401. Id. (To 
be reviewed.) 

INEBRIATES ACTS (IRELAND): Report of Inspector for Ireland, 
with Appendices. Cd. 7526. 14d. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS: STANDING ORDERS: Part L, Public 
Business ; Part II., Private Business, 19.4. H. of C. 448. 9d. 

UNITED KINGDOM: Trade, Commerce, Condition of People. 
H. of C. 375. 

On the two pages of this paper an illuminating selection of 29 
summary tables showing the “ progress of the nation ” since the middle 
of last century. In the first place are seven columns of population 
statistics : population death and birth rate, total number of paupers 
and paupers per 10,000, cost of poor relief, and passenger movements. 
Ten columns are devoted to food statistics, seven to exports, imports 
and shipping, and one to the consumption of pig iron per head of 
population. Finally come yield of each penny of income tax, gross 
income brought under income tax, savings banks’ deposits, and bank 
clearings. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS (PROCEDURE): Report from Select Com- 
mittee, with Proceedings, Evidence and Appendices. H. of C. 
878. 2s. 3d. (To be reviewed.) 
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The Munchester Guardian 


HISTORY OF THE WAR 
Part I. Now Out Part I. 
Price SEVENPENCE Fortnightly 


OF ALL NEWSAGENTS AND BOOKSELLERS 





EARLY two months have passed 
IN sitce the war began, and day by 

day masses of fresh information 
have been accumulating which go in part 
unused. General staffs, war correspon- 
dents, foreign newspapers, returned or 
wounded soldiers, refugees, non-combatants, 
the soldiers in the trenches, and the seamen 
at the guns—all are contributors of the raw 
material in which the historian may now 
begin to work in the hope of giving to each 
part of the war its true proportions, and at 
the same time of viewing the events which 
he describes with the sympathy of one not 
severed from them by too great a space of time. 





The History is designed to be bound in 
volumes of 12 numbers, each to form a 
permanent record, and regular subscribers 
will be offered cheap facilities for obtaining 
an excellent binding from the publishers. 
No pains or expense have been spared in 
making this history the best and most artisti- 
cally produced publication in connection 
with the war. One of the main fectures is 
the numerous photographs of actual warfare, 
carefully selected from all available sources. 
The photographs on the cover of each 
number will be printed on art paper in two 
colours, and, being easily detached, make a 
handsome portrait gallery. 


The Opinion ‘of the Press. 





The Daily Telegraph “An exceedingly attractive ‘History of the War’ is foreshadowed by the 


first part.” 


The Scotsman . . . “An excellently got up publication.” “ Excellent photographic illustrations.” 


The New Statesman ‘This appears to us much the best of the numerous current chronicles of 
the war. The illustrations are excellent.” 


The Glasgow Herald “They are accomplishing their task admirably.” |“ Worthy of the source 
from which it emanates.” 


The Daily Citizen . “A beautiful work of art and is in all respects worthy of a large sale.” 
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